x . - 


MORAL LAW, 


* MONT A 98 


CONSIDERED AS 


as * & + ® # x © « 4 ' - Fa 1 * Fg i 


CY 
* - 


A RULEOF LIFE. 


* 


r MP > 
_ 1 


4 


n 


"ar — + 


MORAL LAW 
CONSIDERED AS 
A RULE OF LIFE 


BELIEVERS, 


DESIGNED AS AN- ANTIDOTE ro 


ANTINOMIANISM, © 


= ————_ 42 
4 -— =£ 
2 = _ - v » N * 1 
* « - 
F * ” N * 6 - [ N 
I * , - 4 * 4 4 A 
„ 9 PR , S — 
- 2 . 7 , * I 4 G * *L 7 
* an . * f pt 1 
1 F N 4 
- * * 8 D = * - 
. = 1 .» . # n =» — . o 2 
' — 
Ficta omnia c M tanquam floſculi, decidunt, nec 7 
: - Es . 
eſſe j a \ „ 
ſimulatum poteſt quidquam duturnum, Tv3.t: + . 
- 4 — — 7 3 Py > K — 1 „ * 
; > - *. „ 
| . 4 5 £ + - 
&s © 
. ye . . 8 4 
mY - * 1 . , ” « 4 | lr, © * 7 0 


PRINTED 4 AND $0LD BY W. nur rox, NO, 249 r- ER | 
ROW, — 


BOLD AL BY MATHEWS, STRAND; CHAPMAN, TLEETS 
St STREBT 3 PRIESTLEY, PATER-NOSTER ROW. -* 
AND "MURGATROYD, CHISWELL-STREET; 
LUCKMSN AND MERRIDEW, COVENTRY 5 
AND JAMES, BRISTOL. 


” — 


* 


1795- 


, 


# e ; 


C7 T0 
* * —— — * 22 


- * 


* = 

CT ·¹ wr A ou 1 1 * 
8 — * " — 4 * L þ * o 8 ” 
o 4 * / 


* 


PF -w 7 , * i Y . , 


PREFACE 4 


Mosr things which are intrinſically ex- 
cellent bave their counterfeits. The graces of 
the Holy Spirit in a Chriſtian are frequently 
* imitated in the acquiſitions of the hypocrite. 
Even divine revelation has not eſcaped this ge- 
neral evil, hut the word of truth has been oppoſed - 
in its progreſs by ſubtle and ſpecious errors. It 
bas therefore been found neceſſary to ſtand = 
forth in defence of the truth, and to ſtrip it of 
thoſe falſe gloſſes which have been put upon ili, 
that its native luſtre may be diſplayed before. 
the eyes of men, in order that the truth may 
effeftually operate on their minds, and anſwer 
the great purpoſes of its manifeſtation. 2 
In whatever form error may appear, there 
' are general charafers which will apply to 1, 
and by which it may eafily be diſtinguiſhed e | 
AP. i any Jentimext i is contended for, which” 
Fn 


=» 


rants. indulgence to the Aub—which favors 
carnal reaſoning or pride—which conſtrains 


the Scriptures to Jupport it by force or fraud, 
and which after all, is irreconcilable with the 


general ſyſtem-of revealed truth : I ſhould im 


mediately ſuſpect it was erronious; eſpecially if 
ſuch as declared tbemſelves its advocates, were 


impatient of any reſtraint or centradittion— 
F they- endeavoured to hide its deformity—and 
to keep out of fight its conſequences, that they 
may prevail ith men to adopt and foſter it. 
error is dangerous; but to exhibit it by 


Audied arts, to n it an 10 the un- | 
= 9 


n . 90 
Tos apt before to kill. Core. 


| "pies tay js ramets oe the Pit” 
2 of the ſallywing pages, in obich ſentiments, and 


3 8” charalters, are canvaſſed and animad- 


verted upon. As much as the nature of the 
lan would Aar, I have been ſatisfied with 
ating au * couferming the truth, conceiving 
#bat method" reſerable to 4 controverſial a- 
e vf ex rawious aſertious. One or ⁹ ] 
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p 1 
exceptions only to this declared 705 . 
2 occur in the work, and even , are 
given without any reference in their +; Bor. 
Infidelity, with baſty. ftrides, aden = upon 
"ws, and receives no ſmall encourage fm 
the prevalence of error. It betomes fore, 
the duty of ſuch as kuow the truib, u 
bute their part to prevent the- 41 W 
danger. While ſuch perfonis " diſeriminate 
between errors, as to the" degrees of gu. 
attached to each, they muſt oppoſe the whole, 
left they ſhould receive a wound on'the un- 
guarded fide. In this department of ſervice 
T have taken my ſtation, and ſhall endeavor to 
* repel the force of that thruſt, which the dagger 
of heentiouſneſs aims dt the cauſe of purity 
and holineſs. My labours will be moſ# amply - 
rewarded, ſhould this attempt in the lea 
meaſure contribute to exalt the Redeemer of 


| Sinners ; and reſcue any part. of truth from. 


thoſe. reproaches which ſome men have. caſt. 


= 201 it, becauſe it hes been. miſrepreſented. int 
= theory, and abuſed in practice by. ſeme of its. 
profeſſors, There are glorious days of goſpel. 
kuawlege, liberty, and purity approaching : 


CES 


nor lit any longer 'a queſtion, whether God i 3s, 


ili recent events and preſent appearances, - 


compared-with prophecy, inſpire and animate 
with a hape, the waiting church of God, that 
be is alaut to accompliſh the great purpoſes of 
bis nil, reſpecting bis choſen people: and that 
ſoortlyapgo ſpall poſſeſs the real interpretation 
of ſome myſterious diſpenſations of Providence, 


in bebolding #be kingdoms of the world become 
the kingdoms f our Lord and of his Chriſt. © 
In the execution of this work, I bave aimed 


at ſimplicity of method, and perſpicuity of ſtile, 


many important conſiderations are here preſented 
to the reader in a very conciſe manner. Prolixity 


is diſguſting. In this reſpet I hope there is 


no juſt cauſe of offence. Ihe extenfrve nature 


of the Jubjeft would have led to a more copi- 


ous diſcuſſion of ſome particular points, had I 
net regarded the maxim of a heathen poet. 


Ef brevitate opus, ut currat ſententia, neu ſe 
She mens laflas * aures. 
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= rosz who are enen with the Hi * 
1 ory of the Chriſtian Church muſt have 
obſerved, the prevalence- of different errors, 
at particular times. At one period, the 
Church has been diſtracted with contro- 
verſies on fundamental principles: and, at I 
another, perplexed with contentions about ; 
the moſt trivial circumſtances. | 81 t has ſel- | 
Nom happened, that the attention of the ; 
2 dvocates of truth, has been excited at one | 
Mime to many objects of this nature; tho* 1 
everal in their turn have called for their 

B exertions, 


6-4. 1 = 
exertions, in defence of the Goſpel, When 
one tenet has been in faſhion, and had its 

day, it has gradually declined, and gone 
into obſcurity, to make way for the exhi- 
bition of another. Perhaps our preſent 
_ circumſtances are peculiar : there ſeems to 
have been a reſurrectim of many falſe doc- 
trines, which have long lain in oblivi ion, 
as well as the irven tio and propagation of 
ſeven novel ones: : 13 m4 _ 3 


x SY 4 .,+% 


God, as a rule of life, accompanied, with | 
the f ſpecious declaration, that it is a truth 
ow firſt brought to light. 1 ſhall, ho- W' 
ever, hay before my readers, ſome HIs To- 
a RICAL evidence, to prove, that the ſenti- | 
ment was broached long ago—that it Was 1 
then conſidered and oppoled, as 4 devia- E 
1 tion from the truth and that conſequently, 3 
1 == it is nothing more than an old error revived. 
_ - — — tabs Wurx 


E821] | 
Wass the providence of God raiſed un 
un Luther, about the year 1500,,2t 
f leben, in Saxony, there were many who op- 
; poſed the doctrines which he endeavoured 
0 eſtabliſh. Luther's great aim was to de- 
ver men from the Papal yoke, and from 
he influence of thoſe falſe teachers, who 
onfounded che Law and the Goſpel roge- 
ber. To effect this great deſign, he en- 
X eavoured to impreſs the minds of the peo- 


. ple with a ſenſe of che neceſſity of the me- 

h Frits of Chriſt to ſave them from eternal 
* death. While he was engag gaged | in enforcing 
this ſcriptural doctrine, he was oppoſed by 8 
„ one Jabn Agricola, a native of Neben, and 


perſon of conſiderable eminence in the 
hurch. This was in the year 1538. Some 
Wt the pretended advocates of truth, never 
5 3 Per! in a fair and candid manner; they en- 
leavour to ſhelter themſelves, and their 
= = e  dodrrine, 
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doctrine, under the reputation and 'influ- 
ence of others. This was the caſe in the 

Preſent inſtance. Agricels declaimed a- 
gainſt the Law, maintaining, that it was 
neither fit to be a rule of conduct, or a 
means of inſtruction: and, that the Gof pel 
Vas to ſtand alone in the Churches. This 
he had the effrontery to impute to Lu- 
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ther," as the conſequence of his principles. 3% 
Hence his followers were denominated An- 
tinomians *, from their profe fed anti ipathy 


to the N. But Luther, ever watchful 
to ar encroachments, ſoon obſerved 


"fo may 8 * W that 3 
mence the hiſtory of this error at a much earlier period than the 
days of Azricola. It cannot indeed be doubted, but that it exiſted þ | 
in the Apoſtolic age 3 fince it is evident, that Paul oppoſes it in his g 4 

: epiſtles : And there is ſufficient reaſon to conclude, that it has 1 
c ver ſiace prevailed in a leſs or greater degree. But, as Eccleſiaſti- Þ 
| cal hiſtorians ſay very little of it till this period, and as molt errors Wi 
are denominated from perſons of eminence, who patronized them * | 
about the time of the Reformation, it ſeems moſt proper to begin the i 
I” with theſe tranſaQtions. | 
3 ä What 


een TT". « 
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| what was going on. He oppoſed the error 
in its infancy; and, by the energy of is 


arguments, conſtrained Agricola to renounce 


his tenets and throw aſide his ſyſtem. We 
ought not to wonder if a diſtegard to the 


divine preeepts, is accompanied with inſin- 
cerity, as it reſpects profeſſions to men. 
Scarcely had Luther received his diſchazge 
from this ſtate of warfare,” by the reſiſtleſs 
hand of death, than Agricola revived his 
error ®, and propagating it with redoubled 


vigour, gained many proſclytes to * per- 


nicious doctrine . 


Errors ſeldom are confined to particu- 


hr places : they ſpread with a contaminat- 


S * Luther ſeems to have been fearful of this eee when 
rene, 1 admoniſh all ſuch & fear God, diligently to leam the 
75 : KL proper uſe of the Law, which I fear, after our time, will be 
4 W << trodden under foot, and utterly aboliſhed, by the enemies of the 


46 Truth.“ — Commentary on the Galatians, p. 153 
55 Mornzne's Ecele, Af. Vol. iv. p. 320. laft edit, 
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ing influence. This falſe doctrine viſited 
England, ſoon after the Reſormation dawned 
with its ſalutary beams: when the minds of 
the people were conſiderably agitated and 
confuſed . By many it was embraced and 
defended: and by others deteſted and 
oppoſed. © But having once erected a 
ſtandard, and made a ſucceſsful rally, many 
teſorted to it, and continue to ſtand by it. 
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Is the reign of Charles the Iſt. the af- 
ſembly of Divines appointed a committee 
to Examine the writings of ſuch perſons as 

were ſuſpected of Antinomianiſm. This 
5 aroſe from their ſolicitude, to guard the 
people againſt the errors which then abound- 
ed. In the year 1643, the committee hav- 

ing peruſed the books to which their at- 
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EI 
tention had been directed, and bannt made 
extracts of the moſt dangerous poſitions, 
made their report to the afſembly; who not 
bh condemned, but alſo confuted them 
in their Arias ſermons and — 


* * 


Dx. Caisr has een bone oak 
dered as an Antinomian. Prejudice may 


Vith many perpetuate, or at leaſt prolong 


this imputation; but a fair inveſtigation of 
the matter will, I think, nearly clear him 
from any ſuch” charge. He was a moff 
| zealous advocate for the doctrine of Free 
Grace; and perhaps ſometimes expreſſed 
himſelf in an unguarded manner: but 1 
am inclined to think, without intending ſo 
| uch as his words ſeem” to convey, many 


| f which, no doubt, would have been al- 


NEAT Hif. of the Puritans, Vol. ii. p. 68. 
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had he. reviſed and publiſhed his 
ſermons, which he was prevented from do- 
ing by death. Let his ſentiments, how- 
ever; be what they may on other points, 
he was an Advocate for the Law, as a rule of 
life. So that, in this reſpect, he was not 
an Antinomian. This will appear beyond all 
diſpute, from the. following. paſſages, ſe- 
lected from his ſermons: The rules and 
e precepts of the Law are very ſubſervient 
& unto Chriſt, as they adorn, the life with 
4 converſation beſceming a companion 
; 4 of Chriſt: who calls us not to unclean- 
4 neſs, but to holineſs, Now had we not 
e directions from the Law, men would live 
«as they liſt: Chriſtians would be rather 

« -monſters than men a. Let that moutli 
be for ever ſtopped, that ſhall be, opened 


o V4 
+) 
5 
3 
* 
8 
4 
Le - 
=, 
4 1 
2 
1 
9 wa 
5 — 
+3 6 
7 « 
4 a 
. 
: 7 
1 _ 
. 
* 
of A 
F-1 » 
K 
5 
4 
* 4 U 
8 ; 
* 4 
' 
* ay 
_ 
"# 
« 8 
E 
S 
. ” 
. 5 
: 4 
oy 
| 7 
F ; 
7 
2 


cee Sn, Pol. II. f. 648. 


5 [FT 
10 to blame the Law, that is holy, juſt, and 
« good; or ſhall be a means to diſcourage 


te people from walking in the command- 


© ments of God blameleſs . I ſhall only 


further remark, that ſevere, and ſometimes 


groundleſs animadverſions, were made 
| on theſe ſermons „ by Dr. Daniel Williams, 
= who has, in ſome inſtances, made falſe 
W quotations, by doing which, any book whats 
ever might be expoſed to cenſure. 


le indeed human teſtimony gives weight 
to any doctrine, we might produce a cloud 
of witneſſes to confirm the ſentiment, that 
the Law is a rule of life. It has the aſſent 
of the moſt learned, and moſt holy men, 
| who have enlightened the world by their 
W writings, and though many of them widely, 


of Ca:isr's Serm. Pl, L P. 242+ 


C differed 


a1 


. 10 ] 


differed in other reſpects, yet in this they 
were-united, and gave their voice in its fa- 

vour. We are happy to find ſuch a ge- 
neral concurrence on this point; but after 
all, we reft the decifion on the word of 
God, the only ſtandard of divine truth. 


Ir has been frequently aſſerted, that 
chriſtian liberty cannot exiſt while the Law 
l is obligatory upon believers. If fo, I 
4 humbly propoſe to the abettors of ſuch 
'A declaration, to reconcile, with the 
wiſdom and love of Chriſt, that ſtate of 
ſpiritual bondage, in which he has permit- 
ted his people to remain, for near eighteen. 
centuries, through their ignorance of the 
Goſpel, which he might have removed, and 
ſo have ſet them at liberty. But I think 
It will appear, that Chriſt has actually put b. 
and preſerved his people in the poſſeſſion of 4 
Ee red 5 their 
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their promiſed liberty, and that all preten· 
ſions to the contrary, are groundleſs and 
abſurd. e WE 


Wurx men are influenced by the dic- 
tates of pride and intereſt, objects unworthy 
an enlightened mind will engage their at- 
- tention : and if their principles are corrupt, . 
their aim will be improper. Hence it has 
frequently been found, that notions origi- 
nating in the bewildered imagination of 
men, have terminated in their diſgrace 
and ruin: though probably not without 
gratifying their inſatiable thirſt for human 
_ applauſe. Theſe obſervations will apply. to 
= -Antinomianiſm. It breathes nothing of that 
W humility which ſo admirably adorns every 
W Chriſtian doctrine. Nor is it accompanied 
& with that ſimplicity ſo conſpicuous in Goſ- 
pel truth. It does not promote the glory 
: Cc 2 of 


of God, but the 3 of the creature. 
Itz incoherent language betrays the illegiti- 
macy of its birth. And after it has fed 
the fire of human pride, conſumes in its 
on flames the unhappy victims of its 
power. Such is the nature of this error, 
if diveſted of its gaudy trappings. 


" From theſe conſiderations it is plain, 
| that the error we mean to oppoſe, has no 
claim to be . conſidered, as a very recent 
: diſcovery ; but that it is only once more 
brought forth to the light, from that native 

darkneſs, in Which it is moſt n it 
5 one: for ever dwel, 


CHAP. 1. 


= 2.2 & 


=  -A Ny = 


1 


CHAP. Y 


— — 


EXPLICATION. 


—_ 


— 4 
1 * * 


3 


WHEN the people ſaw that Moſes delayed to come d 
cut of the mount, the people gathered themſekves together 
no Aaron, and ſaid unto him, Up, make us gods, which 
all go before us ; for, as for this Moles, the man that 
ronght us up out of the land of Erypt, we know not 
au hat is become of him *. Such is the language uſed by 
many profeſſing Iſraelites, concerning the Jewiſh law- 
giver, in the preſent day; and probably the ſanie 
impatience of reſtraint, and heart idolatry, may dic- 
tate it. An averſion to every part of the Moſaic Oe- 
onomy, is with many the principal criterion of a true 
Chriſtian. And a man, who profeſles any attachment 
to the moral law, and walks conſiſtently with that 
profeſſion, is calumniated as a legaliſt, and diſcarded 
as a phariſee. 
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when they point to the Lamb of God, they can fa 


And equalh with their opponents, abhor the thoug 
of bringing good works to plead before God, in poin 
of juſtification and acceptance. So that there is 1 


er ils. The peace of many Chriſtian churches h: 


iycide with their own views, are hypocrites and del 


and believe it true of the whole. And whilſt a ſpi 
ol ſcepticiſm prevails, it will the more readily be 


[-14 ]. 

This intolerant conduct is commonly the fruĩt of A 
tinomtaniſn; by which I mean, the rejection of 1 
moral law, as a rule of life to belie vers, which, pre 
perly ſpeaking, conſtitutes only ans branch of that er 
ror. A pretended concern for the purity of the truil 
the ſreencſs of grace, and the glory of Chriſt, gene 
rally accompanies this oppoſition to the law. Bu 
this conduct is unjuſtifiable. Thoſe whom they thr 
intend to oppoſe, do not wiſh to obſeure the Goſpel 
to depreciate free grace, or conceal the glory of 
Redeemer, though this is conſtantly inſinuated; fe 


of him, with regard to their ſalvation. 
4 Him feſt, Him laſt, Him midft, and without end.” 


other reaſon ſor the uſe of ſuch afſuming RN 
than ignorance, pride, and bigotry. 
Such a ſpirit has been productive of innumerabl 


been defiroyed; and the miniſtry of the Goſpel ad 
into diſrepute with profane and irreligious perſor 
If any ho ſuſtain that ſacred character, declare in th 
face of the world, that all ſuch as do not exa Aly ce 
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ceivers; many will be ready to credit. the aſſertic 
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l 
Þived. To common ſenſe however it appears pro- 


able, that he who thus calumniates his brethren by 
holeſale, is himſelf the deceiver; and thus his charges 


er bound, with accumulatzd force upon his own head. 

ut There are too many, who would have the miniſ- 
ne try of the Goſpel reſtrained to the privileges of be- 
Bu lievers ; and when the fruits of ſaith, and the tem- 
tha pers of mind, which ſhould be manifeſted in thoſe 


who have taſted that the Lord is gracious, are incul- 
* cated, think they ſufficiently evade all that is faid, 
by calling it legal preaching *.** Whenever doc- 
rines are practically treated, they become objects 
f diſlike : and when duties are enforced, it ſtirs up 
he ſecret diſaffection of the mind to obedience. * 
not this literally the fruit of that Free-thinking, 
hich takes its riſe in Free-living ? There are but 
7: who reſort to ſuch ſentiments, but thoſe who do 
„ine Aefence. They firſt depart from God in their 
ves, and then expunge his law from their creed. 
This is to be ſure the moſt effectual way to be conſiſt- 
nt, and to ſilence conſcience ; but it is certainly Aa 
ing away from the word of life f. 

To aſcertain the cauſe, and ac-:ount for the preva- 

nce of Antinomianiſm, is not very difficult. It is 

a ſort of ſurfeit, which in all churches has been 
found to ſucceed, a plenty of evangelical preach- 

J 4 * ing. When the merit of good works is exploded 

WT when free juſtification is preached—when the un- 
worthy are encouraged to hope for a ftee pardon 


: 
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tion of ſacred obligations. It has a contrary deſign 


"grateful to many. To ſay no man can be a real chril 
tian, and hold ſuch ſentiments, is unwarrantable; b. 
to declare, that the generality of ſuch as do, are n 

remarkable for humility, ſpiritual mindedne/;, or cr 


men depart from the ftrifineſs of goſpel doctri 
and diſcipline, will ſuch views of religion be accep 


have it. This method exactly meets with their view 
they may be juſtified freely, and have no law to cu 
them: So that holineſs is to come freely alſo, wit! 
out any care or purſuit of their own. This, 


nen from the ge ad v fo glory: 


of all their fins, and ſo on, it is generally ſeen, thi 
* ſome zealous preachers overſhoot the mark, and g 
% nerate doctrinal Aztiromianiſu®*.” But there is 
great an avidity in many hearers to receive, as i 
preachers to diffuſe ſuch ſentiments. The Goſpel, 
is true, proclaims /iberty to the captive, but it propoſ 
no liberation from the authority of God; no difſolt 


and operates as an additional cord, to bind us t. 
fatter to God. 
As to its prevalence, it eee. that fre 
quently a fpirit of diſſatisfaction with old eftabliſhe 
doctrines; together with that encouragement it give 
to negligence and ſenſuality, renders it not a litt! 


Hlency, is nothing but the truth. In proportion 4 


able. Many wiſh Heaven in the eaſieſt way they ca 
ever, appears to many ſerious perſons, a great 


® Ronix30x's Notes upon cid * Val. i 4 . 260. 
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That I may not be miſunderſtood, in oppoſing ſuch 
corrupt ſentiments, ſome particulars maſt be e 
to. Let it then be obſerved, that, 


I. We do not wiſh to d:/rey chriftian liberty. We 
have too high a ſenſe of its excellency and import- 
ance to make ſuch an attempt. Such as have taſted 
the ſweetneſs of goſpel freedom, wiſh no more to 
go back into Egyptian bondage. We can never be 
ſufficiently thankful to God, for his gracious in- 
terpoſition in the ſeaſon of our adverſity; for break- 
ing the fetters of our fin and guilt, and bringing 
our fouls out of priſon. But it is a ſtrange way of 
expreſſing our gratitude, immediately to break the 
tables of the law, that it may not be binding upon us 
in future. If a felon, expecting the approach of the 
day of execution, receives a free pardon, and an in- 
ſtant diſcharge, is he not as much as ever, obligated 
to obey the Law, for the violation of which, he had fo 
lately been under the ſentence of death? His pardon 
ſets him free from the carſe, but not from the power 
of the law; an attempt to ſubvert which, would be 
an act of Lek, Something like this is the caſe of 
juſtified perſons. God makes them free from the ſentence 
of death, but not from the lau which pronounced 
the ſentence, which Kill remains holy. 'To make it 
void, is an act far beyond the extent of | human 
power ; and, if the law is o_ rule of invariable reQi- 
tude, God himſelf muſt change, before that can be 
altered, So that it is impoſſible for us to deſtroy 
Chriſtian liberty, in vindicating it _ the rude and 

5 aſſaults of men. p 
D II. We 
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II. We do not wiſh to infringe upon Chriftian 1:- 
berty. We rejoice that it is ſo extenſive as the word 
of God declares it to be. As including in it, an ex- 
emption from the curſe of the lau from the tyranny 


of fin and Satan from the fear and evil of death 


and from any real injury which we can ſuſtain from 
the world. We belie e and rejoice in the proſpect of 
its extenſion ; for the creature itſelf alſo ſhall be deli- 


vered from the bondage of corruption, into the glorious 


liberty of the children of God*. Happy will it be for 
the ſaints, when fin ſhall exiſt no more to perplex and 
diſtreſs them: and, the great accuſer of the brethren, 
ſhall be caſt into the bottomleſs pit. But theſe things 
are future. What liberty we have attained to, reſults 
from the victory of Chriſt, as the Captain of our Sal- 
vation. Let us preſerve it inviolate, as the precious 
pledge of future acquifitions. So far from contract- 
ang, we ſhall extend it, by following the Lord fully +, 


| N we cannot do if we reject the law. 


III. We do not wiſh to corrupt the liberty of the 


| goſpel. In fact this is impoſſible. The Chriſtian's 


charter of rights, and conſtitution of privileges is the 
Bible. An appeal to that, ought to be deciſive. If we 

corrupt that, the impoſitiom will be detected, and the 
fallacy diſcovered, by the teachings of the Divine 


Spirit, in the minds of others. The experience of the 


Chriſtian is the counterpart of the written word; it 
is the exgrafting of it into the heart f. And, as it is 


: en of che Spirit, to lead men into the freedom of 
. vn. 21, + Numbers xiv. 24 James i. * 


* 


* 
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the Goſpel, any attempt to corrupt and mix the 
liberty it propoſes, will be ineffectull. 

The work of redemption fully implies the perfec- 
tion, certainty, and perpetuity of Chriſtian liberty; 
a ranſom was paid in the ſacrifice of Chriſt, for this 
| very purpoſe; and, as the great object propoſed was 
really accompliſhed ; ſo the bleſſing once conveyed 
to us 15s irrevocable. The Holy Spirit is given as a 
ſeal, to confirm the divine tranſaction: and, as a 
pledge to aſſure us of the fulfilment of thoſe pro- 
miſes, which relate to future happineſs. Thus God 
at once promotes his own glory, and ſecures the pro- 
ſperity of his people. And, while he diſcovers the 
infinite ſuperiority of ſpiritual freedom, excites ar- 
dent deſires in the hearts of his children, for a 
plenary enjoyment of it; and, in due time amply 
gratifies their moſt extenſive wiſhes. i 

We do not ſi appoſe then, that if the law is et- i 
bliſhed as a rule of life, that Chriſtian liberty is ei- . 
ther deftroyed, contracted, or corrupted. If old teſta- 
ment ſaints, when an law as a covenant, as 
0 well as a rule, rejoiced inthEpromiled Meſſiah, they 
* could not be ſtrangers to this liberty. With great 
he propriety then may we be ſaid to fand faſt in the liberty 
ne wherewith Chriſt has made us free, even when we ac- 
he knowlege ourſelves to be under the law, as our 

it guide and directory. 
t 18 | t 
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DISTINCTIONS axp CAUTIONS, ' 
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To make and regard proper diſtiuctions, is pecu- 4 
liarly neceflary in the diſcuſſion of ſcri ture doftrines. Wh 
. They aſcertain the limits of each truth, and thereby Wc 
W. preſent them to the mind with evidence and energy. 0 
Some pretended diſtinctions however, have no mean- l 
ing. For inſtance : we have recently been told, that, Wt© 
«& it is needful to make a difference, between the 
<< law of God, which was given by Moſes, and the 
« law of truth which came by Chriſt.” Whatever 
propriety there may be in this declaration, in one 
ſenſe, it conveys an inſinuation derogatory to the 
truth. Admitting the propriety of ſuch a difference, ( 
it might be aſked, was not the law of Moſes the law BW 
of truth, and the law of Chriſt the law of God? Un- 
doubtedly they were: and in this ſenſe there is zo dif- 
ference between them, nor do we require any to make 
them intelligible to us. The law was a ſhadow of 


1 


— 
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200d things to come: Chriſt was both grace and 
ruth, and is therefore the ſubſtance of theſe types. 
This is the difference the ſcripture makes, and any 
other is unwarrantable. 

According to the opinion embraced by ſome per- 
ons, the law is not to be diſcarded till they are re- 
generated. It is to be their ſcheolmaſter to bring tbem 
o Chrift ; but it is then to be annihilated ; though 
Chriſt at his death, they ſay, aboliſhed it, yet it is 
not diſannulled by virtue of his croſs, till it has 
done its office in conducting them to the Saviour, but 
then they take a final and joyful leave of it. This 
is a truly nice diſtinction, and reminds me of the 
doctrine of CRAIx THS, reſpecting the perſon of 
Chriſt. He taught that Chriſt was a'happy and glo- 
rious being, who choſe for his habitation, the perſon 
of Jeſus, a man of the moſt illuſtrious ſanctity; and, 
deſcending in the form of a dove, entered into him at 
h's baptiſm. That when Jeſus was taken captive, 
Chrift aſcended up on high, ſo that the man Jeu 
alone was ſubjected to the pains of an ignominious 
death“. Thus with many, the law is attended with 


a divine ſanction, till they commence Chriſtians, and 


er 

ne begin the ſpiritual conflict, but then its divinity re- 
he aſcends to God, and it becomes a dead letter. Which 
ze, Wh of theſe two opinions is moſt abſurd, I leave my 
aw reader to determine. But to procecd, ' 

In- I. There is a difference in the terms uſed with re- 


gard to this ſubject. We read of a lau, a covenant, 


47S Lazpxzz's Hiſt. of Heretics, Ee II. Ch. 4 Set. 4 4 
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 -anda zeftament; which may be thus characteriſed. A 
lav and a teſtament are abſolute, and do not imply any 


into moral, ceremonial, and judicial. In the firft part it 


Mt regards the Jews as the peculiar people of God: +? 


F "=" 


4 


conſent of the party under them, but a covenant dif- 
fers from both theſe, as it requires the conſent of 
both parties. Now it is certain that though our obedi- 
ence is a conformity to the word of God, which is 
the rule of it, and which therefore in all its parts, 
has the force of a law ; yet at the fame time, as it 
originally partook of the nature of a covenant, (of 
which the tree of life was the ſymbol) it retains now 
the form of a covenant, again renewed ; and by the 
death oſ Chriſt, becomes a teſtament, and will ſo re- 


„ „ #x5 ma 


main. Hence we learn the evangelical purpoſes for C 


which the law is continued, and the wiſdom of Gol g 
is diſcovered in ruling his church, by ſuch a glorious Wt: 
ſceptre, as is now ſwayed by the hand of Chriſt as WW 
King 1 in Zion. v 

II. The law has 3 been diſtinguiſhed lt: 


reſpects all men as rational creatures: in the /econd 


and in the la it relates to the affairs of Iſrael as a 
kingdom. Hence we learn our own intereſt in the 
law. As moral agents and accountable creatures, the 
moral law ftill obliges us to obey it, nothing having 
tranſpired to make it void. But fince Jeſus Chriſt has 
eſtabliſhed the goſpel the types have ceaſed, and the 
ceremonial law has been aboliſhed. The Jews being 
diſperſed, no more appear as a people, governed by 
the laws given them by God. Now as Chriſtians, 
we certainly have nothing io do with the law, either 

oa as 
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as ceremonial or judicial, though we are bound by is 
las moral unleſs any perſon chooſcs to aſſert, that 
the goſpel makes men irrational, and diſſolves all the 
relations of our natural ſtate, in doing which he 


would give no very ſubſtantial proof, of ws own 
rationality. 


This diſtinction 1s conſtantly maintained in the 
ſcriptures, and was firft created in the promulgation 
of the law itſelf. The ceremonial law concerned only 
the Jews ; it was therefore given to Moſes in private, 
in the Tabernacle , and fell with the Tabernacle, 
when the veil was rent in twain, The moral law 
concerned the whole world, and it was therefore 
given in fight of all the people, on the top of a moun- 
us tain, and will endure when every mountain and hill 
as WH ſhall be removed. The judicial part of the law, 
which is more indifferent than the reſt, and may 


ed ¶ſcand or fall as ſeems beſt for the good of the people, 
* i was given, neither ſo private as the one, nor ſo public 
* as the other, but in a mean between both +. From 


this it appears, that the manner in whick God dealt 
with the people, gave the intimation for a diſtinction, 
ſo far from perplexing the mind, that it leads us, in 
the moſt eaſy and natural way, to the knowlege 
of the truth. 
III. Human impotency cannot invalidate the divine 
aw. Our inability is itſelf a fin, as well as the fruit 
and the cauſe of fin, and fo it neceſſarily involves us 


* Levit. i. 1, T LicuTyFooT's Works, vol. I. Pp. 1028. 
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in miſery. Prima et Maxima feccantium pcena of 
Peccaſſe . By the firſt tranſgreſſion we, loſt our 
ſtrength to perform that duty, which Gol has en 
joined upon us. But this cannot poſiidly affect the 
law, which for {ſubſtance was given prior to the fall, 
and remains the fame rule of rectitiude and equity, 
ſubſequent to it. Now this onght not to be ob. 
jected to by Chriſtians, ſince the covenant of grace 
exhibits Chriſt, not only as our rigbteonſueſe, but alla 
as our ffrengrh +. In the former capacity he removes 
our guilt by his blood, in the latter he aſſiſts us in 
duty by his Spirit. Thus the apoſtle at one time 
complains of his guilt and weakneſs f, but conſider. 
ing the all ſufficiency of Chriſt, he rejoices in the 
hope of future glory 5, and his ability for” prelen 


exerciſes ||. 
IV. There is a difference between a Believer au 


bis perſonal as. A man once juſtified is not ast 
his fate, under the curſe of the law, or liable to tl 
- vindictive juſtice of God; but when he is led aſid 
From the path of duty, and commits fin the law is 
violated, and guilt is contracted, fo that his ai 
merit punichment, and he is delivered from it, only 
by virtue of that ſame blood, to which he was 2 
firſt indebted for pardon. To confound theſe thing 
zs either, wholly to aboliſh the law, or to eſtabliſh it 
in its full force as a covenant of life, both which 
things ought carefully to be avoided. Fe 


* Szxzen 4, bb, xvi. of. 2. + Tſaich lv. 24. 1 Ren wich 
$ Rom. v. 2. 1 Gr: 
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v. Obedien 


(25-] : 
v. Obedienee may be rendered as the fruit of love, 
and from a ſenſe of obligation at the ſame time. This is 
to many a paradox. It is however with others, a con- 
ſtant aud eſſential part of ſound experience. To 
connect any thing beſides love with religious obedi- 
ence, is uſually called /zgality. Love is to be the prin- 
ciple, rule, and end of every action. It is true, that 
without love we cannot ſpiritually or cheerfully ſerve 
God. Neither can we without ſome rule, Soppoſe 
a man had to paſs through an intricate wilderneſs, 
perfectly unacquainted with the way, and yet under 
the neceſſity of accompliſhing his journey, to obtain 
ſome very deſirable and important object. His love 
to the thing aimed at may be ſupreme and operative, 
and though ignorant of the way, report may indyee _ 
him to be well affected to it ; but to the friendly afiſt- 
ance of a guide, he muſt be indebted, to purſue his 
journey with ſafety. In this caſe the man truſts his 
guide as ſuch, and purſues his path according to the 
directions given: it is the proſpect of final ſucceſs in 
the journey itſelf, that animates him, and cauſes him 
to follow the counſel of his conductor. In this caſe 
love and duty are confiftent; and ſo they are in a 
Chriſtian. It is the love he has to Chriſt, that draws | 
him forward in the heavenly road, and preſerves him 
from that abuſe of the law, which if deſtitute of fuch * 
a divine principle he would make. This indeed is 
only the r=fult of Chriſt's expreſs injut 19A, / ye love 


me, keep my commandments *. 


. Jabn xiv. 15. v1. The 
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VI. The law muſt not be ſeparated from the Spirit 
of God. Such as do this are really legal. The law 
is only light to the underſtanding, the Spirit of God 
muſt circumciſe the heart to love and delight in it “. 
To diſregard th: ſacred and all-ſufficient influence of 
the Spirit, in obeying the law is to ſeek, life by works, 
and to render the proviſion of the goſpel unneceſſary. 
But when we attempt to gloriſy God, in his appointed 
way, and under a conſciouſneſs of our own weakneſs, 
ſeek thoſe ſupplies of ſtrength from Chriſt, which 
-are communicated by the Spirit, and under his influ- 
ence, live and act for God, we may then regard the 
law, and be far enough from a juſ charge of legality. 
It ſeems the precepts of the law, and the aid of the 
Spirit are connected; to diſregard either is danger- 
ous; if we make light of the Spirit, we are guilty of 
preſumption : And if we negle& the law, we open a 
-door to uncertainty and licentiouſneſs. But if we 
nite both, and never regard one without ſeeking the 
other, we ſhall be enabled to honour God, and ad- 
vance in holineſs. 

VII. We ſhould not confound the threatening and 
the ſentence of the law together. 'This one has lately 
done in aſſerting concerning believers, that, © if.they 
« are ſtill under the law, as their rule of life they are 
« under the curſe ; for a precept without a ſentence 
« is no law; therefore if this is the caſe, they are 
«« not juſtihed from all things, nor from the worſt, 
«« nor from any thing, for there is no ſeparating the 


* BunGEss's Vindicie Legit, p. 12. 
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c precept of the law from the ſentence.” This ei- 
ther proves nothing at all, or elſe it proves tos much. It 
amounts to this. In this kingdom there exiſts a 

law, which threatens death for forgery.— The pre- 
cept and the ſentence cannot be ſeparated; therefore, 
as we are all under the law, we are under the ſen- 


tence. This is highly abſurd. The fact is, that the 


precept and the ſentence are quite diſtin ; the pre- 
cept muſt firſt be violated, before there can be any 
ſentence juſtly pronounced ; ſo that numbers are never 
involved in the ſentence, as they are clear from the 
charge, who nevertheleſs are bound by the law. Nor 
is it otherwiſe with the law of God: The ſentence 
is never pronounced, or the puniſhment inflicted, till 
the crime has been committed which merits it ; and 
then the juſtice of God is ſuitably diſplayed. _ There 
is then nothing ſo-unfavourable to the goſpel, in eſta- 
bliſhing the law as a rule of life, when we may live 
under its government, and yet not be under its curſe. 


If it was not fo, ſurely every Vu would v 
be delivered from it, 


2 
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SECTION 1. 


AN: Athenian once put this queſtion to a Spartan, 
W hat "walls a you lite bet to which he replied, 
Thoſe whith will defend themſelves. Chriſtians love 
the ruth becauſe it is invincitble, becauſe it need 
not be indebted to foreign aſſiſtance for its defence, 
but can reſiſt all attacks, from its own internal 
reſources. I ſhall offer my reader ſome arguments 


n deſence of the law, ſounded, not on the authority 


of men, but on the ſovereignty of God, and the 
veracity of divine revelation. 


The attributes and perfections of God, declare the 
moral law to be of ferpetual obligation 10 men. God is 


-a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable in his 


being; from theſe perfections reſult the. propriety of 
* law which God is 2 enact. He is alſo 


wile 


tai] 


riſe powerful, holy, juſt, and gracious, which conſi- 

dered in reference to ſuch a law, prove it to be in- 
vtable. If otherwiſe, his wiſdom is impeached in the 
onſtruction of 1t,—his power in ſubjecting his crea- 
tures to it, —his holineſs in requiring their obedi- 
ace, —his juſtice for avenging any deviation from 
it, and his mercy, for being exerciſed towards an 
object, whoſe miſery might otherwiſe be prevented. 
„ The moral law is a tranſcript as far as was ne- 
« ceflary to man, of the divine mind; and it is alſo 
a perfect rule of action, by which his intelligent 
« creatures muſt work, hoth to be perfect, vnd to 
« few their perfection . Hence the law is pro- 
perly conſidered, as repreſenting the perfactian of 
God, which it cannot do if liable to be abrogated. It 
is required of Chriſtians to be perfect, as their Fa- 
ther in heaven is perfect +. To attain this end there 
muſt be a rule made known, by a conformity to 
which, ſuch a proficiency is made, as is adequate to 
our preſent capacities and advantages. But where 
will ſuch a rule be found, if the moral hw is diſ- 
carded ? There certainly is nothing but that, con- 
cerning which even a pretenſion is made, to ſuch an 
exalted and univerſal authority. To promulgate a 
code of laws, ſuited to the circumſtances of all man- 
kind, and to give ſuch laws a ſubſequent eftabliſh- 
ment, is certainly an indication that they are de- 
ſigned to be perpetual ; for, the ſame reaſons will 
exiſt in the future circumſtances of men, to render 


* Horg Soltariæ, vol. i. p. 372. 1 Matt. v. 48. 


L 

them neceſſary for reſtraint and direction, as are ſaf. 
fſicient io warrant their firſt impoſition. For inſtance: 
« God could not require the love of himſelf, if the 
% command to love God is founded, not in his na- 
« ture, but in his arbitrary good pleaſure; as by the 
„ ſame rule, he might have enjoined the hatred of 
% himſelf ; for things in their own nature indifferent, 
« whoever has the right of commanding, has alſo 
«« that of forbidding, and of requiring the con- 
«« trary . The perfections of Jehovah, manifeſted 
in his revelations, evidence the moral fitneſs and 
propriety of all his ordinances; and, in tracing the 
natural conſequences of theſe things, we diſcover 
- thoſe relations and characters which God as law. 
giver neceſſarily ſuſtains. If he has ſufficient wil. 
dom to conſtitute, and ſufficient authority to impoſe 
laws, he has ſufficient power to execute thoſe laws, 
and to puniſh any omiſſion or tranſgreſſion of them. 
Hence he aſſumes the character of a Judge, to ſcru- 
tinize the conduct, and reward or puniſh the ations 
of men. Theſe things the prophet joins together when 
he. declares, . The Lord is our Fudge, the Lord is our 
Lawgiver, .the Lord is aur King, be will ſave. us +, 
But if the moral law; has been abrogated by Jeſu 
_ Chriſt, then the office of King is needleſs, and the 
characier of judge is ſuperſeded ; but this ſuppoſition 
ſo completely mutilates. the perfettions of God, that 
he no longer remains a ſuitable object of faith and; 
workhip ; but if it is admitted, that the law is {till 
in force as a rule of conduR, I append 
glorious in holineſs r. 
# 1 i. cap. ni. 8 14. + Iiiab axiii 28 
1 Exod. xv. 11. 
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SECTION II. 


THE manner in which the law was promulgated, will 
afford us another argument in proof of -its perpetual 
authority. It was given on Mount Sinai by the Lox u 
Jesus Cyr1sT. This circumſtance ought ever to be 
remembered, as one of the moſt important, relative 
to the giving of the law. Inconfirmation of it, let us 
conſult a few ſcripture teſtimonies. See that ye refuſe 
net him that ſteaketh : for if they eſeaped not who re- 

uſed 11M that SPAKE ON EARTH, much more Hall nt 
we eſcape, if we turn away from him that ſpeaketh from 
heaien *, but who was this perſon that ſpake on earth? 
that it was not Moſes, is evident, for Stepl en in his 
defence before the High Prieſt, declares concerning 
Maſes, This is be that was in the church in the wilder- 
neſs, with the ANGEL which ſpake 10 him in the Mount 
Sinai, and with our fathers, who received the lively 
oracles to give unto us. This ſame An EL who 
gave them the law, was alſo their guide through the 
wilderneſs ; but, that he was not a created being, ap- 
pears by the injunctions laid upon the peeple to obey 
him? Now the apoſtle Paul uſes this language, when 


ſpeaking of the'r conduct to this ancer. Neither 


let us tempt CarIsT, as ſome of them alſo tempted 


Win, and were deſtroyed of ſerpents f. Hence then it 
is evident that CarisT himſelf, made the revelation = 


of the moral law to the Iſraelites, and actually led 


* Heb, xii. 235. + 43, vi 38. Exod, xxl) 202 


Cor. 1 © 
os gt them 


„ 


to Meet. If he had at the time of its promulgatio 


prophets and apoſtles to interpret that journey, 
typical of the true believers progreſs to glory, if the 


given the leaſt reaſon to expect that he will do it * 


ſecond tables from God, he ſays, I turned myſelf 


in the ark which I had made, and there they be 


the hardneſs of the human heart, or the duration d 


being of the law in the heart of Chriſt $,—hi 
ſubjection to the law, and his fulfilment of it,—and 


128 J 


them through the wilderneſs, in the diſpenſation 
it. But Chriſt did nothing at that time, which wa 
inconſiſtent with any of his ſubſequent actions; con. 
ſequently he never aboliſhed that law, which he gay 


an intention to aboliſh it during his perſonal mi. 
niſtry upon earth, he would certainly have gives 
ſome intimation of this at Sinai; nor would he hay 
led the Iſraelites, all through the wilderneſs, agree 
able to the tenor of that covenant ; and permit hi 


law itſelf, had been thus reftrained to the former dif 
i Chriſt never has revoked this law, © 

ſo that we are not without law to God, but unde 
the law to Chrift +. 
A moſt fignificant type of this, is given us in the 
ark and tables of ftone. After Moſes had received the 
and came down from the Mount, and put the table 


the Lord commanded me tj. The ark is a type 
Chriſt. The two tables were of ſtone, to denote, eithe 


the law; their being put into the ark, ſignified the 


am XA Hi ®B 


I ſpeak here only of the moral and preceptive part of the lay 
agreeable to the diſtinction made in p. 22, 23. 
+ 1 Cor. ix. 21. 1 Dat. x. 5. Vide atſo G11.1.'s Sermons an 

| Trafts, vol. I. p. 268. 5 Pſalm 40. 8. * 
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that they were toabide there, ſigniſies, its authority is 
to be coeval with the reign of Chriſt in his church. 
As long therefore. as Chriſt remains King in Zion, 
and the ſubſtance of the types, ſo long muſt” the 
moral law be acknowleged as the rule of Chriſtian 
practice. 


— — 
SECTION UL. 


PERFECTION is a neceſſary adjun of the law *, as 
it proceeds from an infinite God. To ſuppoſe any 
defect in his legiſlation, would be the height of pre- 
ſumption; and involve men in the chargeof blaſphemy. 
Every command is wiſely conſtituted, and the whole 
ſyſtem is admiuably connected. The ſanction of the 
law is ſufficient to enforce it. The promiſes made to 
obedience, and the threatenings pronounced againſt 
diſobedience ; together with the fear of the Lord, 
propoſed as the motive of duty, conſpire to render it 
a revelation worthy of God, and ſuitable to man. 


In God's commands ſee truth and goodneſs join; 
Immortal rectitude is every line. 


In this view of the law, the apoſtle ſays, It is holy, 
and juſt, and good +, which it could not be, if imper- 
fect; becauſe it could neither expreſs the holineſs of 
God, or require that conformity in us, which God 
, It could not anſwer che r of juſtice, 


. Pſalm xix. 9. + Rom. vil. 12. | 
7 either 


BY 


either in preventing, or puniſhing fin. It could not be 
good, as it would be inſufficient to promote the glory 
of God, or ſecure the happineſs of man; but to theſe 
things it is equal, and therefore merits the apoſtolic 
a . a 
The law of God appears to be the ground-work 
of thoſe prophecies, with which God favoured his 
Church before the appearance of Chriſt. What are 
the diſcourſes of the prophets and meſſengers of God, 
but expofitions of this very law. This was done on 
purpoſe to make the will of God more familiar to th: 
people, and to leave them without excuſe in the 
neglect of obedience. No, if the moral law is ab- 
rogated, the expoſitions of it, and inferences drawn 
from it, are likewiſe made void; and ſo we muſt be 
deprived of an extenſive and important part of divine 
revelation. If this is the caſe, it is abſolutely incon- 
ſiſtent with our liberty, to make uſe of that which 
has a tendency to bring us again into bondage. But 
how did Chriſt act with regard to theſe prophecies, 
which were explanatory of the law, did he reject 
them? Certainly not. So far from it, he applied 
many of them to himſelf, and to the circumſtances 
of his ſpiritual kingdom; and, after his aſcenſion, 
gave many more revelations to his Church by his 
ſervant John. If Chriſt had ſeen any imperfection 
in the law, doubtleſs he would have added new pre- 
cepts to it, when he was on earth; but, we find no- 
thing of this kind ever took place. The law, as it 
then was, had his approbation. It is generally al- 
lowed, that the more perfect any law is, the more 
| . deſerving 


191 
deſerving it is of attention; and if we apply this re- 
mark to the divine law, which, as to its nature and 
ſubſtance, is abſolutely perfect, we muſt acknowledge 
that it is worthy of conſtant and univerſal obedience. 
„Why ſhould any wiſh to be free from the law, con- 
« fidered as a rule of moral conduct? it commands 
« nothing but what is right, nor forbids any thing 
but what is wrong. As the things it requires are 
<< worthy of God, and uſeful to man, ſo the things 


%E 


it prohibits are hateful to him and hurtful to us *.” 
Q SECTION N. | 

2 THE relatios is which men ftand to Cod, renders 
N the exiſtence of the law both expedient and neceſſary. 
h The work of creation gave God the right of go- 
it verning, ſo that whatever he made was ſubject to his 


authority; and though a great change has taken place 
in the ſtate of men and things, by the entrance of 
fin, ſtill that relation ſubſiſts between God and his 
creatures, which originally exiſted. Suppoſe we 
conſider men as the ſons of God, which in the lati- 
tade of the word they all are, there is then a filial 
obedience to be rendered to God as their father ; or, 


on 
5 if we conſider men as the ſervants of God, they are 
8 appointed to perform his will. Both theſe relations 


we now ſuſtain; nor are they merely nominal, they are 


| ® BooTn's Death of Legal Hape, P. 120. , 
P 2 | characters 
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charadters expreſſive of what we ought to be, and 
to attain to. But how vain will the attempt —_ 
if we are leſt in the dark as to the way, and without a 
rule by which to walk. Happily for us, this is not the 
caſe. God has written to us the great things of his law, 
and applied them to men, 2s his ſons and ſervants. | 
A for honoreth his father, and a fervant his maſter . if 
then I be a father, where is mine honor ? and if 1 be a 
maſter, where is my fear *? What is this, but a re- 
proof for neglecting to render that obedience to the 
will of God, neceſſary under ſuch relations. 
Now theſe relations Chriſt came not to 4eHrey, but 
to cement; if he had done ſo, he muſt have left us 
without law, becauſe they are inſeparably connected. 
But * this would be to 2/ablifþ our rebellion againſt 
God, rather than to ſuppreſs it , which cannot 
be admitted by any perſon, ſince Chriſt is ſtill by 
means of the goſpel! ſubduing men to the obedicnce 
of faith, and giving them power in a ſpiritual ſenſe, 
to become the ſons of God. Beſides to what an un- 
comfortable ftate muſt the human mind be reduced, 
If thus left to itfelf; in the midſt of uncertainty it 
might be right, or it might be wrong, but could 
never aſcertain the rectitude of any action, from 
the want of a ſtandard by which'to try and prove it. 
| The mind, when turn'd adrift, no rules to guide, 
Drives at the mercy of the wind and tide : 


Fancy and paſſion toſs it to and fro, 
Awhile torment, and then quite fink in woe. 


# A 3. 6. + Manvex's Wir, Va. N. 5. 35. 
= | The 
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"The more we keep our relation to God in remem- 


brance, the more neceſſary and valuable will the law 
appear as the rule of action; and, in proportion as 
we eſteem it, ſhall we be concerned to be found 
walking in the path of duty. 

It is reported of a Lacedemenian, when in the field 
of battle, that he had his ſword drawn to cut down 
an enemy; but, upon hearing the ſignal of retreat, 
he ſtopt his hand: being afterwards aſked, why be 
did not kill an enemy he had in his power, he an- 


ſwered, becauſe I judged it preferable to obey the Ge- 


neral's orders, by not killing him. Chriſt is the Cap- 
tain of our ſalvation, and though he ſounds a retreat 
from the law as a covenant, we only obey our Ge- 
neral's orders, by ſparing it as the rule of life. 


_ 
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TESUS Chriſt rendered perſect obedience to the latu. 
This was one part of his covenant engagement on the 
behalf of his people, and in the diſcharge of which 
he was employed, during the whole of his reſidence 
upon earth. Hence the Apoſtle ſays, that awhen the 


fulneſs of the time was come, God ſent forth his Son, 


made of a woman, made under the law *. It was neceſ- 


ſary, if he took on him our nature, that he ſhould be 


Cal. iv. 4. ö 124 
undes 
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under the ſame obligations with us, and ſtand in the 
ſame relation both to God and his law. Now, when 
he was made under the law, his firſt work was to 
reſcue it from that ſtate of neglect, into which it was 
brought by the pride and fin of man; then to reſtore 
It to its primitive glory, by exemplifying the purity 
and equity of it in his own practice; and laſtly, by 
enduring its penalty incurred by fin, to reſcue men 
from-its curſe, and to eſtabliſh its authority as a rule. 
Thus the Lord is well pleaſed for his righteouſneſs ſake, 
becauſe he magnified the lau, and made it honorable e. 
By.comparing the obedience of Chrift, and the re- 
quilitions of the law together, we learn the perſection 
of his righteouſneſs ; and diſcover it to be every way 
ſuĩtable for our juſtification before God. Now, if 
Jeſus Chriſt was himſelf thus ſubject, and obedient to 
the law, and it was to him a rule, we cannot follow his 
example without adopting it asthe guide of our lives, 
True it is, that on the croſs, Chriſt invalidated the 
law as a covenant : in token of which, the veil of 
the temple was rent +. But, conſidered as a rule, 


„ab, Ali. 21.—4 The work of redemption magnifies God's 
sf law, by the perfect obedience that Chriſt gave to the command- 
e ments of it, and the perfect ſatisfaction be gave to the thireaten- 
« ings of it—it magnifies it, as it is a work of infinite love: for 
« every thing that trengthens the motives to obey the law, magni- 
4c fies the law by ſtrengthening the force of it; and a manifeſta- 
« tion of infinite love magnifies and ſtrengthens the motives to obey 
n law, the ſubſtance of which is love, and the chief part of which 
i to love the lawgiver himſelf.” 

8 Vide MAcLAvz1N's Efay on the Prophecies, b. Fry 
by — XXxvii. 51. 
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he had, prior to his death, diſcharged all its de- |: 
mands, ſo that it was not made void, but confirmed ; ö 
and his death affords an additional argument for ren- = 


dering obedience to it. 

We muſt not forget that memorable declaration 
made by our Lord, Think not, ſays he, that I am come 
to deftroy the law or the prophets, I am not come to de- 
tray, but to fulfil 5 for werily I. ſay unto you, till heaven 
and earth paſs, one jot or one tittle ſhall in no wiſe paſt 
from the Iaw, till all be fulfilled *. And in order to 
convince the Jews of this, Chriſt expounds it in a 
n WT fpiritual ſenſe, ſhewing them that the law tcok cog- 
y nizance of ſecret ſins—of thoughts and evil deſires f. 
if But for this there could be no occafion, nay there 
to could be no propriety in it, if this very law was to 
is WF ceaſe, as to its obligation, in fo ſhort a time. It is 
s. evident from theſe things, that our Lord neither 
ne WR /ore/awv or defegned ſuch an abrogation, and conſe- 
of quently it cannot be affirmed of the law, without a 
e, rellection on the wiſdom and integrity of the Re- 
deemer His own expoſition of the law is a doctrinal 
eſtabl:ſhment of it: his obedience is a practical reſu- 
. (ation of that error which oppoſes it: and the writing 
far of it in the fleſhy tables of the heart by his Spirit, is 
ni- a demonſtration of that delight which he takes in the 
ta- obedience of his ſaints, 


JJ 


ich Matt. v. 17, 18. + Matt. v. 27, 28. 
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| SECTION VI. 
' THE conſtitution of the Goſpel does not require the law 
"to be abrogated as a rule of life. Thoſe take up a falſe 
idea of both, who imagine that the one ſtands in op- 
ofition to the other; and that the latter diſpenſation 
cannot exiſt, without the deſtruction of all former 
ones. By a number of typical ordinances, God 
prepared the way for the eſtabliſhment of the Goſpel: 
but theſe very types were all of them figniicant and 
inſtructive, and taught the goſpel to the Iſraelites. 
Now, if the law and goſpel were formerly ſo con- 
nected, what ſhould hinder the continuance of a re- 
lation, for <* the goſpel makes no change of the na- 
«« ture of things; makes nothing ceaſe to be due to 
« God from us, which the law of nature made due, 
«« nor renders any deſect innocent, which is in its 
«© own nature culpable and faulty“. So that we 
may fairly infer, that as it had power to rule the con- 
duct, that it {till retains that power. In this ſenſe 
it is added to the goſpel, as the rule is to the hand 
of the workman; for as the rule wor keth nothing 

«« without the hand of the artificer, to guide and 
« moderate it, becauſe of itſelf it is dead: and the 
« workman worketh nothing without his rule; ſo 
« the law can only ſhew what is good, but give no 
« power at all to do it (for that is the work of the 
Spirit by the goſpel) yet evangelical grace directs 


* Howz's Vert: Pol. 1. F. 365. 
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« man to no other obedience than that of which 
the law is the rule . | 
No perſon better knew the ſpirituality of the 55 
and the latitude of the goſpel than the Apoſtle Paul ; 
but fo far was he from aboliſhing the law, that 
he ſpeaks as if ſurpriſed at the infinuation from 
others. Do we then, ſays he, make void the law 


through faith, yea we eftabliſh the lau f. It is no 
longer armed with terrific curſes, but it is fixed 


on principles which can never be ſhaken. God now 
addreſſes us in language, which at once diſplays the 
ſovereignty of a king, and the affection of a father. 
Ariſe and be doing, and the Lord be with theet. Who 
then can reje& the command, or ſlight the promiſe ? 
No man but he who wiſhes to ſeparate and oppoſe 
them, and who 1s a declared enemy to both. 
The Goſpel blends precepts and promiſes—duty 
and privilege—obezience and rewards together. In 
ſo doing the conſummate wiſdom of God is diſ- 
played, and the perfection of the goſpel diſpenſation 
manifeſted. But thoſe who reje& the law, cannot al- 
low any connection between. that and the goſpel, 
which certainly deſtroys the very conſtitution of it ; 
but on the other hand, when the connection is ad- 
mit ed, the conſtitution is perfect. The apparent 
ſeverity of precepts is ſoftened by the luxuriency of 
promiſes ; and what is forbidding in the appearance 
of the open & is anne ſed BY the _ of the 


* 27. 1 s Werks, p. 109. F Rom. iii. 31. 
T 1 Chron. xxl. 16. 


G latter, 
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ntier. . The precepts and promiſes of God alway: 


* go together in the word, as the veins and arterics 


do in the body. Wherever chere goes a vein that 
carries blood, there alſo accompanies it an artery 
& that carries ſpirits; ſo wherever there 1s a precept 
c in the word, that enjoins duty, there is alfo an an- 
« ſwerable promiſe that aſſures comfort .. For 
inſtance: if ye do theſe things, ye ſhall never fall f. 
The command here given is to regard thoſe duties of 
which the Apoſtle had been ſpeaking : and the pro- 
miſe annexed to it, is to affure the believer of his 
fafery and happineſs in the performance of them. We 
then do no injury to the golpel, by connecting it 
with the law. We rather give it more glory, ſince 
it requires the ſame obedience in a more ſpiritual 
manner, and that from the beſt motives, the love of 
God : If men will legalize the goſpel, the fault is their 
own. While the golpel in its conftitu:ion and ſpirit 
leads to obedience; it draws the ſoul to Chriſe for 
ſtrength to perform the will of God. 


Hold faft this golden chain, let down from Heaven; 
- *T will help your feet and wings: I feel its force 
Draw upwards. Faſtened to the pearly gate, 
It guides the way unerring. Happy clue 
Thro' this dark world! twas Wiſdom's nobleſt work 
All join'd by power divine, and eyery link is love. 


Warzs! 5 In. 
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® Syur3TOW on the Promiſes, f. 12. T2 Fa. L 10. 
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SECTION VII 


THE various di ;ſpenſations of reli gen are harmonious, 
his affords a ſtrong proof of the authority of the 
Law. Many miſtakes ariſe from an unconnected view 
of the divine diſpenſations; whereas, if all were 
conſidered in their proper order and relation, the 
ſtricteſt harmony might be diſcovered in them. It 
would then appear, that the Moral Law is for ſub- 
fance the ſame as the law of nature . The neceſ- 
ſity for an external revelation of it aroſe from the ra- 
vages of ſin upon the ſoul ; but jt then became more 


neceſſary than ever andaccordingly God makes a new 


declaration of it. By this we ſhould allo learn, that 
the Moral Law is a branch of the Covenant of Grace. 


The eſſence of each Covenant conſiſts in having 


God for the portion of the ſoul 7. and receiving ſuit- 
able guidance, proviſion, and defence from him. 
There is then in effect but one Covenant, though made 
perfect at ſeveral 999." by ſuccgſtve diſpenſa- 
tions. Is not eternal Life the great ſatject of all re- 
velation to loſt ſinners? and was not this propaſed 
under the law ? and to be obtained in the /ame way 
as under the Goſpel, by the ſacrifice of Jeſus Chriſt, 
who even then was held forth by oblations and 
burnt offerings. And as to the method of receiving 
tte bleſſings of ſalvation, every diſpenſation required 
faith in the great propitiation for fin; and that 


: F Ram. ii 11. 143 T5- T Exod. Xx. T5 2+ . xx. $3» 
70 G 2 . with 
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with this principal difference, that before the advent 
of Chriſt, faith was to regard the Meſſiah promiſed ; 
and ſubſequent to his ſufferings, faith is to regard 
the Saviour vicborious. So that as to the /ubjef, pro- 
curing cauſe, and medium of all ſpiritual bleflings, 
every diſpenſation of religion is for ſubſtance the 
ſame . It appears from theſe conſiderations, that 
God has been executing in all ages the great pur- 
poſes of his ſovereign. love and efficacious grace— 
that under every diſpenſation his operations were 
ſucceſsful—and that his great object in the gift of 
Chriſt was, that in the di perſation of the fulneſs of 
times, he might gather together in one, all things in 
Chrift, both which are in btaven, and which are upon 
earth}. 

If this is the great defign which the wiſdom of 
God propoſes to execute, every circumſtance relative 
to it mult be glorious; and this we ſhall more eafily 
diſcern, by conſidering the majeſty and uniformity 
of the whole plan. It is only a full ſurvey of all 
the ſucceſſive editions of the covenant of Grace 
«« which can give us the moſt comprehenſive, and the 
& Juſteſt idea of it, in any one edition, or under any 
« one diſpenſation. Each of them caſts a ſignal and 
«* ſenfible light upon the other: and whatſoever was 
«« truly glorious in the whole of them, is as it were 
« ſummed up in the laſt diſpenſation, that is chriſti- 
c anity, Which anſwers the predictions, and emblems 
** of former ages, and reveals and unfolds" many 


* WIren Econ. Feed. bb. g. cap. 2.42 + Ejb.i. 10. 
2 0 6. things, 
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« things, that ſeemed then to be veiled in dark- 


«« neſs *.”” There is then no propriety in admitting 
the law to be neceflary for the regulation cf conduct, 


till the covenant of grace receives its laſt addition, 
and no longer; when at the ſame time, i milar pur- 
poſes are ſtill to be anſwered by it, and which muſt 
fail without its continuance. 


I - 


SECTION VIII. 


THE Work of San#ification, implies the continuance 
of the lau, as the rule of life, Let us carefully diſ- 
tinguiſh between juſtification and ſanctification +, 


The former is a releaſe from the curſe of the law, 


the latter binds us to obey it. The law is exceed- 
ing broad, and yet not the more eaſy to be hit, be- 
* cauſe you muſt aim to hit it in every duty of it, 


* with a performance of equal breadth, or elſe you 


* WaTTs's Harmony of all Religions. Preface, p. 12. 


+ The principal difference between theſe two important doc- - 
tines may be thus briefly ſtated. Jus TIFICATION is the change 
of a man's ſiate— his liberation from the guilt of ſin—is the imme- 
date fruit of che bloed of Chrif— The matter of it, the righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt, is <vithour us—and it gives us a /it/e to he ven. 
But SAXcT1FIeATo0N is the change of a man's nature and dif- 
foſttion—a deliverance from the dominion of fin, and a reſtoration to 
the image of God is wrought by the immediate operation of the 
Spwit---the matter of it is ⁊vithin us, a divine nature---and it im- 


parts to us 2 fitneſt for the kingdom of heaven. LY 


6 cannot 


0461] 


« cannot hit it at all . A real Chriſtian cannot be 


- a libertine, but that man is no b2tter, who does not 


hold himſelf bound by the law of God. When the 
ſinner is juſtified, he is regenerated, in which work 
principles of grace are implanted in the ſoul, and he 
now obeys God from the beſt motives. Obedience is 


| the inſeparable fruit of renewing grace. By this 


the ſoul has evidence of its — 4 hon to God, and in- 
tereſt in him. There is that in his heart that cauſes 


him to hate and oppoſe nn to love and purſue holi- 
neſs—and to avoid not only the commiſſion but the 


appearance of evil. 


4 3 
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The believer will ſtrive to ſerve God acceptably. Ile 
now delights in the law of G after the inward man +; 
and therefore conforms himſelf to it in his external con- 


duct. Now in this obedience there is nothing legal, 


becauſe it is the fruit of faith in Chriſt, and ſtrength 
derived from him, by virtue of a vital union. Such 
2 man is no ſtranger to ſpiritual peace, which he en- 
joys as the gift of God, and as the conſequence , of 
pardon and acceptance, which cannot be obtained. if 


in is perſevered in. Every fin is a breach of the law, 


and infallibly brings guilt upon the conſcience, which 
can only be removed by an application to Chriſ, as 
our advocate with the Father: and the exerciſe of a 
direct act of faith on his obedience and merits; zher 


» MAnetALL on Sandfifcation, f. a. + Rome wi. 22. 
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bas its proper influence, that foul will in future be 


wore watchful againſt temptation and fin, and fo by 
his fall gain advantage over his ſpiritual enemies. 
Thus are the principles of fin gradually weakened, 
the mind 15 made ſpiritual by the contemplation of 
Chriſt and his glory, and beho/ding, as in a glaſi, the 
glory of the Lord, we are changed into the ſame imac e. 
When God viſits h's people with the chaſtifing 
ſtrokes of his rod, it is for their tranſgreſſions. And 
it is no ſmall part of their holineſs that is thus com- 
municated. God ſanctiſies their trials, and overrules 
them for good, making them ſubſervient to the great 
purpoſes of building up his people in hope and ho- 
lines. Now let any imparnal perſon judge, how 
much the law is concerned in, and connected with, 
theſe particular circumſtances. | 
Antigenus hearing a man fay, that all the actions of 
Princes were, by v'rtze of their being ſach, ſimply 
honeſt and juſt, made anſwer, Theſe things are þ 


among barbarians, but with us nothing is eftcemed either 
juſt or honoratle, but what is really ſuch in its own 


nature. Thus it is with evangelical obedience ; and 
hence it follows, that it is always the fame, though 
the requiſitions of it may vary, both in form, ſeaſon, 
and circumſtances. It will appear by reciting the 
particulars of that obedience, required under the law, 
that it is the /ame that is now enjoined by the goſpel; 


and if fo, that the law may with as much propriety 


pe the rule of it now, as it was at that time The 


"+ 2 Cor, it. 18. 
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law required the ſervice of the heart -, it preferred 
inward mortißcation, before external religious du- 
ties +; it required every duty to be performed in 
faith; it en;oined ſupreme love to God, and joy in 
him t. And are any of theſe things rendered need- 
leſs by the gopel? Quite the reverſe. They are 
ſtill required, and are more indiſpenſable than ever, 
The conduct of Eber may ſerve to exemplify this point. 
She was obedient to Mordccai, all the while ſhe had 
been under his government; and when ſhe was made 
Queen, ſhe ſtill j erformed his commandments. Eſther 
lad net fbewed her perple, nor her kindred 5 for Mor- 
decai had charged her that foe ſhould not F. So when 
men are engrafted into Chriſt, they are bound to 


obey his law ; and the grace he imparts will make 


them ſtill more willing to do it. Fides efficit quod lex 
-jmperat.—AvG. Thus Chriſt is formed inthe ſoul— 
hope is invigoratec—faith is ſtrengthened—peace is 
preſer ved ſanctiſication is gradually promoted —the 
law is magn fed Chriſt is exaltzd—and God is 
glorified, _ | 


? — 


SECTION IX. 


THE nature of the general judgement is @ proof of 
the pouer of the Jaw. The firſt breach of the law 


Prov. lil. 1. Þ Iſaiab, i. 11. 16. 1 Bus cEss's Viadicia 
Legis. f. 179. & Eftber, u. 10. | 
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ho li ved under one or other of theſe diſpenſations. 


. _ 
cauſed God to aſſume the character of a judge, and 


to prepare a throne for the adminiſtration of juſtice. 
Intimations of this ſolemn event have been frequently 


given to the world, by which they have been taught 


its certain and haſty approach. I ſaw the dead, ſays 
the Apoſtle John, /mall and great, fand before Gud, 
and the books xwere opened, and another book was opened, 
eobich is the book of life, and the dead were judged out 
of thoſe things which were written in the books, accord- 
ing to their works *. © Should we purſue this ſigniſi- 
cant allufion, we may ſay, then will be opened the 
« book of the law of nature, and mankind will be 
& tried according to its precepts, and doomed ac- 
wa cording to its ſentence. This is a plain and vaſt 


volume, open and legible now to all that can 


« read their-own hearts, and that have eyes to look 


« round upon the works of God. Then too will be 


opened the book of ſcripture revelation, in all its 
“parts, both the law of Moſes, and the goſpel of 
«« Chriſt; and according to it, will thoſe be judged. 


Then will alfo be opened the book of God's remem- 
« brance: in that are recorded all the thoughts, 
« words, actions, both good and bad of all the ſons 
« of men. And now the immenſe account ſhall be 
4 publickly read before the aſſembled world; and, 
« as a counterpart will be opened, the book of con- 
« ſcience, which, though uanoticed, writes our 


« whole hiſtory, as with the point of a diamond .“ 


® Rev. xx. 12. T Davies's Sermons, Vol, II. p. 21. laft edition. 
4 | 11 Now 
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Now if the moral law is not continued as the rule of 
practice, it cannot be produced in judgement as the 
ſtandard of rectitude; becauſe, then nothing will be 
alleged againſt any perſon, but what is a violation of 
fome law, which he was bound to obey. We can be 
judged only for fin ; and whatſoever is ſo by the goſ 
pel, is equally ſo dy the law. It is acknowleged 
by many, that the law is the rule cf all unconverted 
perſons who are under it, till they are brought to 


Chriſt ; and conſequently all perſons dying in a ſtate 


of fin muſt be tried by the law ; but as we do not find, 
that the proceſs of judgement differs às to the rule, 


between the righteous and the wicked, we cannot but 


conclude the law to be a zniverſal 3 of righ- 
teouſneſs and truth. 

- Hitherto the law of God has been maintained in 
Its dignity. In ſwaying the ſceptre of univerſal go- 
yernment, God has preſerved his royal law in its pu- 
rity and influence. Rather than the divine law 
* ſhoujd loſe its honors, Sodom and Gomorrah were 
laid in aſhes; the ancient world was deſtroyed with 
« a deluge ; the preſent frame of nature is deſtined 
«© to the flames, and all. its ungodly inhabitants will 


de condemned to hell. Nay, rather than the leaſt 


« tittle ſhould paſs unaccompliſhed, its curſe has 
«© been executed on God's on Son, and all its in- 

junctions have been fulfilled in the perſon of Jeſus 
« Chriſt *.” Can we then i imagine, that in the laſt, 
the cloſing ſcene a all, that God wall — his own 


2 Hai D, Pi. II. p. 22. £7 
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kw, or that he will excuſe ſuch as have done ſo upon 
earth! The Judge of the whole world will ever a& 
conſiſtently, and will therefore at laſt evidence to all 
men, his invincible hatred to fit, and his ſepreme 
love to holineſs : and will juſtify his wiſdom in pro- 
mulgating, and his ſovereignty W the 
law. 


ce 


8 


On ſuch evidence as this, we may with laf-ty reſt 
our cauſe. In the defence of any truth we have to 
combat with the prejadices and inclinations of men; 
but if they are to be gratiſied, the truth muſt be re- 
linquiſhed. The truth is inflexible: and ſooner or 
later will the pride of man be humbled, that truth 
may have an univerſal empire. Truly happy are ſuch, 
whoſe wills are bowed to receive the yoke of Chriſt: 
who:@hearts are inclined to engage in his ſervice ; 
and whoſe lives demonſtrate, that they are under the 


influence of his efficacious grace. 


With relating and applying the following hiſtorical 
paſſage, I ſhall cloſe this chapter. Lycurgus the La- 
cedemonian lawgiver, having formed Sparta into a 
republic, and convened the people together, told 
them, that the commonwealth was fo framed, that it 
would promote their virtue and happineſs : but that 


, the moſt important article of all, he ſhould not deli- 


ver to them, till he had conſulted the oracle at Del- 
phos, for which purpoſe he ſhould leave them. He 


then charged them ſtrĩctly to adhere to, and obey the 
H 2 * ws 


1 $2. ;] 

laws he had already given, without the leaſt altera- 

tion. And having bound them by an ozth, he de- 
Soon a'ter he ſent word, tha: the oracle 
had confirmed what he had done, and declared their 
oath to be of perpetual obligation. Having done 
this, he went into a voluntary baniſhment, and or- 
dered, that when he died, his bones ſhould be burn, 
and caft into the ſea, that no part of him might be 
carried to Sparta, leſt they ſhould make a plea of it, 
to releaſe them from their oath*. How admirably 
diſintereſted and wiſe was the conduct of this legilla- 
tor; but infinite is the wiſdom diſplayed in the deal- 
ings of Chriſt with his ſaints. He framed and deli- 
vered a law, calculated to promote their holineſs and 
WE and, to convince them of its excellency, was 

imſelf made ſubje& to it, and rendered to its holy 
precepts, the moſt perfect obedience. But the mot 
important article of all, was to deliver highpeople 
from that wrath which they merited for their iniqui- 
ties, for which purpoſe he muſt die on the croſs, and 
ſaffer an exile from the preſence of his Father, and 
the ſociety of his faints, This was voluntary and 
unconſtrained. Previous to this ſolemn tranſaction, 
he inftituted that precious memorial of his ſufferings, 
the Lord's Supper; a ſolemn obligation on all who 
partake of it to obey his laws. And when releaſed 
from the grave, he entered into the moſt holy place, 
the reſidence of the inviſible God, from thence has 
he lent his ambaſadors to confirm his inſtitutions, and 


* Jos7Ix3, Db. i in. cap. 3. 
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to enforce obedience to his righteous commands. 
Nor has he ſuffered any thing to tranſpire, which 
throws the leaſt reflection upon his miniſtry when on 
earth; or that the libertine inclinations of men, can 
with propriety plead, in excuſe for their diſobedi- 


ence. Lord Jeſus, thy conduct is wiſe—thy pre- 
cepts are pure—thy promiſes are certain, Favor 
thy ſaints with underſtanding and ſtrength, and they 


will run the ways of thy commandments with joy. 


£3 


CHAP, IV. 


CHAP: IV. ä 


OBJECTIONS 
STATED AND ANSWERED. 
— — 

As ſeveral objections have been urged againſt what 
has been advanced, we ſhall briefly notice the prin- 
cipal of them, and endeavor to give a ſolution of 
the difficulties with which they are attended. When 
we aſſert that the moral nn. it is 
objected, 

1. That ſuch a ſentiment oppoſes #felf to the free 
grace of God. Some indeed, ſeem to apprehend, 
that the grace of God, and obedience to the law as 
a rule, are utterly incompatible, and that both can- 
not exiſt at the ſame time. But this proceeds from 
miſtaken ideas of the goſpel. The grace of God lays 
the foundation of redemption from fin; and this not 
in a limited, but in the moſt extenſive way. It is firſt 
„ 5 ens unchangeable decree of 

7. God, 
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God, relative to our ſalvation; and this purpoſe 


of divine mercy to be extended to us in time, reſpectis 


both the guilt and power of fin, a complete emanci- 
pation from the fruits and effects of the fall. Let it 


| then be remembered, that the grace of God in its 


6rit motion towards ſinners, embraced holineſs as one 
of its principal objeQs; and, that it muſt have un- 
dergone an alteration, if it does not now connect 
itſelf with that obedience, which the law requires 
at our hands. God has choſen us in Chrift before the 
foundation of the worlZ4. Here the Apoſtle afferts the 
eternity of the purpoſe of God, and declares it to be 
the fruit of grace. But what deſign had God in this ? 
that wwe frould be holy and without blame before him in 
Love *. Holineſs is the perſection of the creature, 
and it is his duty to ſeek it; if he does not, or 
f.ils in the attempt, then he is b/ameworthy before 
God; bur if, in conſequence of the purpoſe of Je- 
hovah, a flame of divine love is kindled in the heart, 


and through firength from Chrift he is enabled to fol- 
low after holineſs, and actually attains to it, then he 


is without blame before God. Now here the grace 
of Gad is confpicuous, in propofing the end, in or- 
mms, eee e z 
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8 . 
| The ſoecdieft of God's winged mefiengers, © 
To viſit all his creatures, and to ah 4 
Comes unprevented, unimplored, unſought; 
Happy for man ſo coming. Mir rox. 


„ Fpb. i. 4. 
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Inftead, therefore, of a contradiction between grace 
and obedience, there 15 the moſt n harmony and 
cancorl. 

It is poſſible that there may be fs little difference. 
in the ſentiments of men, with reſpect to the nature 
of free grace. If any apprehend it to conſiſt, in an 
unbouuded exerciſe of compaſſion, or an unlimited 
promiſe of forgiveneſs, they will find no ſupport 
for ſuch an idea from the ſcriptures ; but when we 
conlider the grace of God, as a readineſs to pardon 
and receive ſinners, who have rendered themſelves 
unworthy of favor, ard who are unable to procure 

it, though they muſt periſh without it: and that this 
is exerciſed in a way conſiſtent with all the divine 
perfections, as God is in Chriſt reconciling the world 
to himſelf; we ſhall find innumerable teſtimonies to 
confirm the declaration in the inſpired volume. But 
when is it free ? when irreſpective of condition, 
- qualifications, or recompence, it ſaves men from 
eternal perdition ; tranſlates them from the kingdom 
of darkneſs into the kingdom of God; and follows 
them with ſucceſſive, though unmerited bleſſings thro? 
the whole of life. In this caſe gratitude compels a 
man to ſerve God, and will make obedience the pleaſ- 
ing buſineſs of his life. The more he does for God, 
the more will he be abaſed before him; and the 
deeper he drinks into the ſpirit of the goſpel, the more 
will he abhor the thought of being juſtified by works; 
and admire the richneſs, and freedom of divine grace, 
while he thirſts after more perfect conformity to 
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the will of God, it is then a mere cavil to aſſert, that 


any oppoſition exiſts between the law as a rule of 
life, and the exerciſe of free grace, in = ſalvation 
of ſinners by Jeſus Chriſt. 

Indeed, if we trace this objection in its conſe-” 
quences it will appear to be deſtructive of free grace. | 
If no law is in force, there can be no guilt contracted 
after union to Chriſt, and conſequently, all that is 
requiſite to ſalvation, is one ſingle act of forgiveneſs 
on the part of God. The ſubſequent portion of a 
man's life having no rule to guide it, cannot be 
charged with imperfe&tions—there is no occaſion for 
pardon—God has no ground to exerciſe mercy—ſo 
that on this principle, we are no otherwiſe indebted to 
the grace of God, than as for a favor long fince con- 
ferred. But a believer finds himſelf weak, and that 
he is liable to be overtaken with fin and infirmity, 
ſo that he muſt ſtand by grace, and be hourly 
indebted to it for ſafety. Happy is it far the 
Chriſtian, that Chriſt ever liveth to make interceſſion for 


2. Some will ſay that i# derogates from the glory of 
redemption, as a ferfef work, to enforce the law as a 
rule of life. This, however, we cannot poſſibly ad- 
mit, fince it involves thoſe who contend for the au - 
thority of the law, in a charge of oppoſing God, 
and Chriſt. Let this point be decided 
by the Apoſtle, who declares that Chriſt being made 
perfect, became the autbor of eternal ſabvation te all 
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them that obey him g. Here it is obſervable, that 
Chriſt is ſaid to be perfe2, and that in relation to his 
mediatorial work ; which indeed is no more than 
what he himſelf declared with his expiring breath, 
when. be cried, It is fniſbed+. Then he is held 
forth in of this, as the author of eternal 
ſalvation, or a deliverance from the wrath of God 
for fin, which would be perpetual. Now the benefits 
of this falvation are not ind;/criminately diſpenſed, 
but conferred upon ſuch, and only ſuch, as obey, 
Chriſt. But there can be no-obedience without a rule, 
ſo. that if there is no rule, there is no application of 
this ſalvation, and fo, notwithſtanding the perfection 
of Chriſt and his work, it proves unavailable. 

- "'Poſflbly fome may think that they can evade the 
force of the Apoſtle's reaſoning, by denying, that 
the moral law is at all concerned in his declaration. 
But unleſs it can be proved, that evangelical obe- 
Jience differs eſſentially from what the law requires, 
it will be found that the moral law is incladed in the 
aſſertion; and, as it ſtands connected with the per- 


b. v. 9 The Greek word uTaxovovorr, here rendered 
by the tom, i ſignifies, to bearken aucb bumble ſubmiſſion, and 
implies, both reverence and obedience ;, but notwithſtanding it prin- 
cipally refers to the reception of the goſpel, it is not to be con- 
ned to that idea, but doubtleſs includes in it the whole of evan- 
gelical” obedience; on the one hand, excluding that unſcripturdl 
notion, that-good works precede- and prepare for juſtification ; and 
K 
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in the exerciſe of it, we receive his righteouſneſs 
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ſection of the work of Chriſt, cannat be ſuppoſed 
in the leaſt to eclipſe his glory as mediitor. Indeed, 
if that obedience, of which the law is the rule, does 
not belong to us, Chrift did not perform all that he 
ſhould ay "nog to render his people's deliverance 
complete; fince, though he has amply provided far 
our juſtification and acceptance, he has done nothing 
that ſuperſedes the neceſſity of evangelical obedience, 
or that renders it inconſiſtent with the Chriſtian 
character. Chriſt has ſo connected faith and obe- 
dience together, as evidently to prove, that while 


to juſtify and ſave us, we are led to thoſe very acts 
of duty * he has enjoined upon us; and in which 
there is the moſt perfect harmony, between the law 
and the goſpel. As to Chriſt's active obedience to 
the law for us, © it does not exempt us from perſonal 
obedience to it, any more than his ſufferings. and 


death exempt us from corporal death, or from ſuf- 


fering for his ſake, It is true, indeed, we do not 


ſuffer and die in the ſenſe he did, to ſatisfy juſtice, 


and atone for ſin: neither do we yield obedience to 


'the law, in order to obtain eternal life by it. By 


Chriſt's obedience for us, we are exempted from 


' obedience to the law in this ſenſe, but not from obe- | 
dience to it as a rule of walk and converſation, by 


which to glorify God, and expreſs our thankfulneſs 


to him for his abundant mexcies.” 


1. 
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III. It may be further objefed, that, ſubjection 
to the moral law, is inconfiftent with chriſtian liberty. 
Much, it muſt be allowed, depends on the ſenſe which 
men affix to this term, which has had many defini- 


tions, and but few concluſive ideas attached to it, 
Without law, it is certain, there can be no true li- 


berty, either natural, political, or ſpiritual. Anarchy 
would then take precedence of order, and all ſubor- 
dination, and mutual aſſiſtance between men would 


ceaſe to exiſt. God has eſtabliſhed certain rules, by 


which the natural world is governed, and to which 


he pays an invariable regard. In ſociety, certain 
regulations are adopted, ſuch as the exiſting circum- 
ſtances of the people render needful and ſalutary. 
And in the church of Chriſt, ſpiritual ordinances are 
appointed , which, as ſo many laws, require the 


obedience of all the ſubjefts of the prince of peace. 


Chriſtian liberty then, conſiſts in a walk and con- 


- verſation conſonant with the divine appointments. 


Tf they are neglected, or treſpaſſed upon, then guilt 
(the worſt of bondage) ſeizes the mind, and the 
man loſes his freedom. $0 long as the ordinances of 


4 It . ſuperlative deceitfulneſs of 
c“ the heart, that the very thing which is appointed by God for the 
4c reſtraint of cotruption, is abuſed as an incentive to it. You will 
« eaſily perceive that we mean the holy law. The original deſign 
n ee e eee 

44 againſt the former, and to ſtimulate him to the practice of the 
66 latter. SE son 's Nen er the Heart, Vel. II. þ. 9. 
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the goſpel are obeyed, holy joy, and ſacred com- 


Chriſt, in a proper regard to divine inſtitutions, 
will not only attain to ſuch an exalted privilege, but 
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poſure, poſſeſs and govern the ſoul: we are exempted 
from flaviſh fear, and find the affections ſweetly 
going out afier God : A ſenſe of pardon fills the 
heart with holy exultation, and the proſpect of glory 


animates and eſtabliſhes it: The haven of eternal 


reſt appears in view, nor do we dread either ſhip- 
wreck or pirates, being aſſured of ſafety through 
the interceſſion of Chriſt. The whole of theſe privi- 


leges and bleſſings, flow purely from the grace of 
God; nor muſt any thing whatever be attributed to 


the merit of obedience ; but at the ſame time it 
muſt be remembered, that they come to us in the 
way of duty, as the accompliſhment of thoſe pro- 
miſes, which God has connected with the precepts of 
his word. Such therefore as neglect the means of 
grace, will find religion both unpleaſant, and unpro- 
fitable work; while thoſe who live much with God, 
and ſeek. for communion with him, through Jeſus 


obtain and preſerve that liberty, with which Ch iſt 
makes .his people free. And ſince the law and the 
goſpel are harmonious, as to the nature of the obe- 


dience required of the children of God, it is obvi- 
ous, that to eſtabliſh the law as the rule of life, does 


not in the leaſt injure _ ——— 
True liberty 


— —Atrays with right reaſon dels ; 
© Twined, —— — —— | 


Te) 


Rees in man obſcur d, or not obeg'd, 
Immediately inordinate deſires 
And upſtart paſſions, catch the government 
From :eaſon : and to ſetvitude reduce 
_ Mit rox. 


It may be further objefted, x that the Apoſtle aſſerts, 
ave are not under the law*,—yea, that due are dead to 
the law +—that Chriſt is the end of the law for righ- 

teouſneſs —and that if we are led by the Spirit, we 

arg not under the lau 5. This we admit, and are wil- 
ling to give the objection its full force. And does 
not the ſame Apoſtle declare, that ave are rot wwith- 
out Iaw\—the law is holy, juſt, and good ¶ ,—our ſuffi- 
ciency is God. can do all things through Chrift++, 
Is the Apoſtle then to be charged with inconſiſtency ? 
No man can avoid bringing ſuch a charge againſt 
him, if he afferts, that the law is no rule of life. But 
-when we confider the Apoſtle, as ſpeaking of our 
-exempt on from the law as a covenant, and our obli- 
don to it aus 4 rule, his meaning is plain, and in- 
| iligible 9p his whole aer of doin ps 


- Several other une; might be noticed, but as I 
kbgnder them rather as 804505 cavils, than real 
objeckions, , and wiſh to ſtudy conciſeneſs, what has 
been advanced may ſuffice for this part of the 


ſabject. a ” : 
557-7 ® 8 2 Rew. vii 4. Rom. x. 4. 

- + Gal. v. 18. 1 Ce. x. 4. U Rem. wi. 12. 
So ** 2 Cer. Ms. ++ Phil. is. 13. 
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CHAP: 
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KE 
- THE 
5 DANGER any ABSURDITY. 
T 
g  ANTINOMIANISM. 
£ IT. is obvious that whatever. abaits..cither the 


i doctrinal or practical part of Chriftianity, muſt be 
prejudicial to vital godlineſs ; and muſt of courſe be 
1 hurtful to ſuch as make a profeſſion of it. The whole 
1 ſyſtem of truth ſuffers, by falſe conceptions of any 
particular part, and a miſtake in one point, may 
as weaken the motives, or biaſs the mind, as to the re- 
bs ception of the reſt. Hence it has been well obſerved, 
that if we give into debaſing thoughts of the law, 
every thing in the death of Chriſt, and in the 
X ane tag hareigcy:: « glory with | 


« us; 
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4 us; and how-vain is it to hope to be. juſtifed in 
« any way that ſhall weaken and undermine the au- 
4 thority and obligation of it *.” _ 
The beſt preſervative againſt Antinomiani/m, is a 
cloſe and humble walk with God. While ſuch an 
- intercourſe is maintained between God and the ſoul 
in a conſcientious regard to ordinances, there is little 
danger of ſuch a deviation from the path of hte, 
But when a man grows lukewarm and formal—when 
the world is ſuffered to engroſs the affections—and 
when com e with the practices of the ungodly, 
are neither diſapproved of or avoided, then he enters 
into that way, which certainly, though perhaps in- 
ſenſibly leads him from God and the power of reli- 
Lion. Few have embraced the errors of Autinomi- 
* aniſm whoſe conduct ar the time was conſiſtent with the 
Goſpel. They find their ſpirit oppoſite to that which 
genuine religion infpires ; and their practice preſents 
the counter-part of purity and holineſs. Urged 
therefore to ſeek an aſylum, they fly with precipi- 
tancy to this reſort, determined, that if their diſpo- 
ſition and conduct does not correſpond with the ſtan- 
dard of duty, they will accommodate the ſtandard to 
their own inclinations ; wiſhing hereby to avoid the 
reproaches of conſcience, the obſervation of men, 
and the diſpleaſure of God—and that by cutting down 
the law as a cumberer of the ground, they may walk 
abroad at Sts SINE tumble. Let ſuc h 2 


e 782. 
| 45 


—— 


| as ad thus, beware of total apoſtacy from the truth, 
—— peedy the conſequences of their 


- vours to ſubvert. the law, by which he was impriſon- 
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Perſons. who-avow ſuch ſentiments are governed 
by the rule of contraries. Thus when the prophet 


declares, that Chriſt ſhall magnify the law, and mals it 


honerabl: , they pretend to acknowlege, that he has 
done ſo: but then, according to their notion, it muſt 
be through the abolition of it, which is a mode of 
putting honor upon any thing, perfealy novel and 
extraordinary. It amounts exactly to this: a per- 
ſon promiſes to releaſe a priſoner from confinement, 
by diſcharging his arrears, and immediately endea- 


ed; however juſt and equitable, that he may be adle 


to fulfil his promiſe. Such a ſentiment involves 


Chriſt himſelf in a charge of duplicity. He fays, ' 
till heaven. and earth pa, one jdt ar tittle ſhall in to 
wiſe paſs from the law till all be fulfilled ++ And yet 
at that very time, he had a purpoſe of aboliſhing the 
whole, and knew he ſhould do ſo, when he ſuffered on 


the croſs. It alſo carries in it a groſs aſperſion of the 


apoftle's character, experience, and integrity. D. 


f ave then, ſays he, nale woid the law threugh faith, God 
fr bid, hun, wt tftabliþ the law f. Now this decla- 


ration was made long after the reſurrection of Chriſt, 
the outpouring of the Spirit, and the actual enjoy- 


ment of chriſtian liberty ; and therefore maſt mean 


Jaiahy x3 | Matt | Rom. iii. 3. 
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what he ſo plainly expreſſes the ſtanding uſe and 
authority of the law. But to eftabliſh any thing by 
diſannulling it, is one of thoſe paradoxes more fit 
[for the creed of theſe ſpiritual adventurers, than the 
Plain heaven-taught chriſtian. There is, however, 
one particular in which they are very conſiſtent : 
Love is the fulfilling of the law. By the ſpeeches, 
writings, and conduct of ſome perſons, they ſeem to 
be poſſeſſed of a very ſmall degree of this grace, or 
are very penurious in the exerciſe of it; ſo that while 
they caſt the law to the moles and the bats, they 
ought not to be reproached for the want of that, 
which is properly the companion of the law. Pro- 
bably they think it legal, thus to exerciſe the affec- 
tions; and, that it evidences a noble mind to lift up 
their hands againſt every man. We leave them unen- 
vVied in the poſſeſſion of ſuch a ſpirit, while we pray 
that our Oy eee this hea- 
"_— viſitant. | 
The law is ous ſchoolmaſter to' bring us to Chriſt a. 
We diſcover by it the contrariety of ſin, to the mind 
and will of God, and ſo learn its nature and deſert. 
We are taught by it the impoſſibility of obtaining 
juſtiſication by works, and are compelled to ſeek re- 
-fuge-in Chriſt, from the wrath of God. This, wich 
many, is the whole work of the law; it is then they 
ay, written in the heart, and every external obliga- 
tion ceaſes. Bat in the deſcription given by the 
8 * n ſoul, = 


= Se * Gai. 24s. 


thing 


1 
thing of this kind occurs: no promiſes to this effect 
are made: neither does experience confirm it. 
When the ſoul is brought off from the law as a cove- 
nant, and depends upon Chriſt for ſalvation, no law 
1s then written in his heart different from what was 
there before, but he has better views given him of 
that—ſees his obligations to obey it—feels an incli- 
nation to do ſo—has his underſtanding will and af- 
fections prepared for obed.:ence—and ſtrength is 
communicated for the performance. To talk then of 
obeying a law written in the heart, beſides what was 
naturally inſcrib:d there, and nn. confirmed, is 
unſcriptural and abſurd. ; 

Some perſons aſſert, that Love is the rule of a 
Chriſtians practice. This, however, is neither rea- 
ſon or religion, Love is no more à rule, than fear 
or averſion, as connected with evil or ſuffering. It 
is that principle from which every true believer acts 
towards God, and which renders his obedience ſo 
pleaſant and comfortable to himſelf. There is a con- 
nection between the motive of duty, and the ſtandard 
of it: but there is an eſſential difference between 
them; it may be thus illuſtrated. The ſun- dial and 
clock are two artificial meaſures of time, which though 
they give the ſame account of its motions, yet do 1t 
in a very different manner. 'The-clock does it by 
a motion of its own. The dial by a motion of the 
ſun upon the lines drawn upon it. Thus the ſame 
duties of religion are perſormed in a very different 
way, by thoſe who make a profeſſion of it. Some 
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| have ® ſpring of motion in themſelves, and the 
weight that actuates it is love. Others, like dials, 
are as uſcleſs poſts in a gloomy day, and are deſtitute 
of all principle of motion . Let a man then be 
made acquainted. with God, and his law, he will 
- know the object and rule of his duty, and the love 
of God ſhed abroad in his heart, will excite him to 
regard and obey it. 

Such inconſiſtent views of the goſpel as theſe, 
haye led ſome men to talk about imputed ſan#ification. 
This, no doubt, accords with the wiſh of many 
perſons, who would be much better ſatisfied with 
the goſpel than they are at preſent, if they could 
obtain holineſs on ſuch eaſy terms. But ſanctifica- 
tion is an inwrought work of the Spirit, who muſt 
be received as the gift of God, according to the 
promiſe of Chriſt, for this very purpoſe. It is the 
work of the Spirit to mortify inbred corruption 
to purify and cleanſe the ſoul—and, in a progreſſive 
manner, to reſtore the image of God in man. Now, 
however this may reſult from the death of Chriſt, 
as it certainly does, yet it is effected in a way, very 
different from the juſtification of a finner, where 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, being placed to his ac- 
count, he is acquitted from 4 In this work, 
righteouſneſs is produced in us, by the operations 
of the Spirit. Hence it appears, that juſtification 
in its own nature a proper object . 


eee e ci, Mod. 37. 
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whereas fanctifcation neither is or can be, and who- 


| ever apprehends the contrary, cannot avoid con- 
| founding doctrines, which ought ever to be kept 
| diſt inct. 


It muſt be admitted, that where no law exiſts, 
there can be neither tranſgreſſion or puniſhment— 
good works or reward, but that theſe things are real, 
is evident to thoſe who make the leaft obſervation. 
If bis children forſake my law, and walk not in my 
judgements ; if they break my ſtatutes, and keep not my 
commandments; then will J wifit their tranſgreſſion 
with the rod, and their iniquity with ſtrife; . This 
1s the language of a reconciled God, to a covenant 
people, He declares his regard to his law, and his 
expectation, that they ſhould alſo reſpe& it; if they 
do not, he will chaſtiſe them for their diſobedience. . 
And yet, in all this, he keeps in mind I's gracious 
purpoſe, and promiſes, and actually fulfills them; for 
it is added, Nevertheleſs my loving kindneſs will I not 
utterly take from him, nor ſuffer my. faithſulneſs to 
fail; My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing 
that is gone out of my lips, But ſuppoſe theſe things 
are reverſed, which the abolition of the law certainly 'Y 
produces, there is nothing conſolatory in this noble = 
* God cannot in juſtice inflict any pu- 3 
niſhment, nor ſo much as give tokens of diſpleaſure, 
there being no proper cauſe for any ſuck thing. At- 
tached to this is the idea of perfection, for a man 


L704 


mult at leaſt be in that ſtate, who has no occaſion for 
the law. This ply produces pride 


Pride is the l- N 
Worn by his fl ves who glory in their ſhame. 
A gaudy drefs but tarniſhed, rent, and foul, 
3 1 of heav'n. een 


Hence follows, as in a train, a thouſand other evils, 
which, in their conſequences, ſoon convince the 
perpetrator of them, that his fancied releaſe from 
the law is but a deluſion, and that he needs Chriſt as 
much for an advocate to reſtore his peace, hs he did 


for a ſacrifice to Expiate b his guilt, and bring him near 


to Gd. 
. Unwilling as men are to acknowledge the per- 


nicicus inſluence of their evil examples, it will one 


day be laid to their charge; if not in a meaſure 


viſited immediately upon them. They that forſale 
the law praiſe the wicked 5 but ſuch as keep the Iaw, 
contend with them *. Therefore, as the fire devoureth © 
. the flubble, aud the flame conſumeth the chaff, fo their” 
root ſhall be at rottenneſs, and their bloſſom ſhall go up 
as duſt, becauſe they have caft away the law of the Lord 


of hoſts, and deſpiſed the word of the holy one of V 


rael +, Many perſons are infected with a ſpirit of 
infidelity, and diſcard all religion, both natural and 


: revealed, but to hat is this to be attributed? doubt- 


leſs to the errors of education, and the licentions | 


6 and practices, of ſome who make a pro- 


„ From. . 4. I Jſainby. 24 _- 
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ſeſſion of the goſpel. Happy would it be for them- 
ſelves, as well as for others, if they gave no reaſon 
from their .deportment, to call in queſtion. their ſin- 
cerity. 

It is not likely that any man underſtands the na- 
ture of holineſs, who depreciates and neglects good 
works. With ſuch perſons exhortations of every de- 
ſcription are improper, and always unſeaſonable. 
Hence has ariſen an averſion to practical preaching ; 
and the cenſur2 others have caſt upon addreſſes to 
unconverted ſinners, as if they were injurious to the 
cauſe of real religion, and the intereſt of the Re- 
deemer's kingdom. While, however, Miniſters have the 
example of Jeſus Chriſt, his apoſtles, and faithful ſer- 
vants in all ages before them, let them never be afraid 
to ſound an alarm in God's holy mountain. The moſt © 
abundant ſucceſs has ever accompanied ſuch declara- 
tions of the truth; and if we may form a judgement 
of the future progreſs of the goſpel, from what pro- 
phecy holds forth as yet to be accompliſhed, we have 
reaſon to believe, that ſuch as are faithfal to God and 
men, e ſhall turn n_—_ __— : 
neſs. © 

Antinomjaniſn appears then to «ls, n Kalle prin- Y 
eiples to confound. proper diſtinctions to oppoſe 
ſcriptural argument to create needleſs objeftions ' 


and cavils—and to involve men in abſurdities and 


danger. Let us unite prayer and watchfulneſs, that 


we may avoid the evils of error, and obtain the pri- 
vileges of truth, 
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- WHEN: the Apoſtle aſſerts, that the law is good, 
if @ man uſe it lawfully , he intimates, not only that 
it may be perverted and abuſed, but that there is an 
obligation upon believers, to apply it to its proper 
uſes. In all caſes, ſerious ſelf-examination is an im- 
portant duty, but in the preſent inſtance, it will be 
peculiarly ſerviceable, as it will aſſiſt us to make a 
right application of the truth which has been ad- 
vanced. ' By attending to the following particulars, 
we may in ſome meaſure aſcertain, whether we * 
properly, or improperly uſed the law. 65 
I. I diſcovers the evil, and aggravation of for. nu 
eſſential to true repentance, that we are made àc- 
quainted with the nature of tranſgreſſion, fince no 


man will humble himſelf on the account of any parti- 


cular act, till he diſcovers the guilt and evil of it, 
which he certainly cannot do, if ke neplett that law 
of which his ſin is the violation. It would be impol- 

un EUSTIe tp; 1 and feel © = 
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ts: account of it as r better: 
acquainted with the excellency of the divine law. 
Suchas arediſpoſed to extenuate fin, or that cameaſily 
forget it, proclaim their ignorance of the commands 
of God. But thoſe perſons who are the ſubjects of 
conviction, find iin by the commandment exceedingly fin- 
ful * ; they can no longer indulge levity or indiffe- 
rence. A deep impreſſion has been made on their 
minds, of their danger and miſery, and they are 
filled with fincere concern for their numerous and ag- 
gravated iniquities, Their ſouls are bowed doun un- 
der the conſcious load of fin, with which they are 
chargeable ; their former hardneſs and. inſenſibility 
diſappear, and they are filled with contrition and 
godly forrow, which worketh repentance, not ta be repented 
of F, Such are the views of fin produced by the 
law, when the Spirit of God opens and applies it to 
the conſcience, and leads the ſinner to the croſs of 
Chriſt, to behold him ſuffering the puniſhment of 
fin, as the ſurety of his people. So that as one ob- 
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2 ſerves, „The heart of man is broke as à flint, 

| with ſomething hard and ſoft together. A hamͥ ; 
% mer anda pillow, is the beſt way to break a flint. -” 
FR «A priſon and a pardon, a curſe and à Saviour, is 4 
it, the beſt way to humble and convert a _.. 

u. It diſcovers the inſufficiency of felf-vightreufuef - 
7 juſtify 4 finer. We loſe one great benefit to be de. 
tle I rived from the law, if this knowlege is not acquired. = 
Woo can ſeriouſly confer the terms on — the 3 
en 
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law propofes life; and contraſting them with his own 
proficiency, imagine he ſhall ſinally ſucceed, in work- | 
ing out his own'falyation? The law ſays, eurfed it | 
curry one thut continueth not, in all things, that are | 
written ro do them . There muſt be no failure in any | 
—_ reſpe&, nor at any time, for whoſeever Gall krep rhe | 
1 bolt ia, und yet offent im one point, he is guilty of allt. 
* No no man whatever has yet arrived ſo near to theſe 5 
conditions; as to keep the law with one exception 
{ 
þ 
; 


only, much tefs to continue in perfect obedience ; ſo 
that to expett quitification by works, would be the 
groſſeſt ſelf-deception. This muſt, in ſome meaſure, 
de obvious to moſt perſons ; but the believer has a 
particular perſuaſion of it, and dares not therefore 
| oy any, e in himſelf, but W 


22 3+ rare e bf Send ti ada 
| the view of any perſons, are thus judiciouſly removed by dn 
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er fumof in yet, it he violates it only in one Angle 

r inſtance, he, by juſt conſtruction, is guilty of a breach, thou V 

e of the mile f the law, yet of dhe abel, law, and by : 

„ 4 ſegtence is condemned as ſuch; becauſe he as really fins againft i 
_ 166 the turboricy of the lawgiver by one act of diſobedience to any of 


{ 
4 its ptecepts, as if he had broke them all; and fo God is 28 fru, { 
1. thoagh nöt 1 Ruch, dented by brit trapſgrefñion, 25 a man is { 
\ £5 hurt BY the infary; that is de to only one member of his body; i + 


AH © 6. and the whole ſyſtem of the law is broke 1 885 as a cham is 
3 1 3 of its — 
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reſt upon him. We not only 
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whole cauſe to God. He will be ready to rank higt-, 
ſelf with the chiefof finners, and utter his ; 
in the words of the Publican, God be. merciful ta me @ 
Ganer*®, He diſcerns ſuch an imperfeRtion in his own- 
righteouſneſs, that he is aſhamed to view it himſelf," 

much leſs dare he preſent it before God, for his in- 
ſpection and acceptance. When he conſiders what he 
ought to have been, and compares it with what he 
really is, he renounces every idea of merit, and 
comes to the throne of Grace, as a guilty, helpleſs, 
and unworthy ſinner. He comes rejoicing,” that it is 
not 2 throne of. jadgement, but that he can draw. 


wore to God, through Chriſt,” with hopes of ſucceſs, 


III. Hence we learn the neceſſity of the righteouſueſt 


of Chrift, to be imputed to us, for our Juftification, - Dif. 


covering that we neither have, or can attain to a legal 


righteouſneſs of our own, it becomes a matter of ſe- 
rious enquiry, where may we find that righteouſneſs, 
without which we muſt periſh? This renders the 
goſpel a joyful ſound, as it proclaims the all-ſuffict- 
eticy of Jeſus Chriſt: and exhibits: that wedding 
garment, which alone can prepare 
_ future glory of the heavenly ſtate. Our cireumſtances 


dictate the neceſſity of ſuch a righteouſneſs, as the 
goſpel reveals; and the inſtructions of the Spirit of 
God, direct us to.cmbrace Chriſt, and by faith to 
learn the inſuficiency 
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of any Aastige to us, but what comes from Chriſt ;- 
and that to truſt in any name but his, would termi- 
"ww in utter ruin. And when the law has thus 
«« forced thelines of ſelf-righteouſneſs, and driven 
4. us to Jeſus Chriſt, that only citadel of ſafety, for 
4. and ſalvation, it ſerves as a rule for 
e gur conduct. Then it ſhews us like a friend and a 
4 guide, how to order our converſation, and adorn 
4 our profeſion':. how to glorify Waun 200 Ns os 
our grape to Chrift * 59 SKIS 
IV. The rece eception of Chad and his Apical; 
wall be followed by an a# of #1, 5 - dedication to him, 


We ſhall acknowlege his propriety in, and his au- 
_ thority oyer ng. Prior to this emancipation from the 
galling 1 oke 71 fig, We were under. the moſt ſacred 
obligations to ſerve God: Now theſe obli gations are 

confirmed, ; and new ones added, ce They are happy, 
4 that ſo look upon the law of God as to be made 


2 « ſenhble, "that the more, evidence they have of their 
0 om the curſe of the be 10 be not the 
; "46 « leſs, but 5 much the more, obliged t to obey the 
2 law Fo. 1 Wo this conyiction, we ſhall endeayour 
agrecably to the revelation he has 

4. of his will in the {cri ptures. The glory of 
Ses Fer nod be the great 0 of all our actions, 
and i the various circumſtances, in which we are 


e Arn endeavour to promote it. We mall 
; With a fruitleſs" Profeſſion, or 4 dead 


05 1 be fatlibe 8 N16! 


1 Vs Diabgues, 7. I. P. 34 
3 5 1 ee 8 Kies W, Warks, p. 375. 
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faith. Grace in the ſoul is an active principle, and 
will not only direct to what is right, and ought to 


be purſued; but will diſcover what is wrong, and 


help us to avoid it. What intereſt, the law has in 
theſe things, may be diſcovered by conſidering, 
that as God is not gloried by a breach of it, bel is 
; only and _ honored when we walk, nn 
0 it. 


V. We may bens Gain fone judgemans of 007 wy 


vances in the divine life. At ſirit ſetting out in religion, 
we were as travellers commencing a journey. It is to 


be preſumed, that each ſucceſſive day witneſſes ſome 


* Progreſs i in the propoſed path. It conſtitutes an im- 
portant evidence of the truth of; grace, that we grow 


in grace. Many great aitainments are to be made, 
by ſuch as enter into the way of life; and, After the 


ubmiſſve; our affections more Pure and e 
"our thoughts better regulated ; our converſation more 
_, agreeable to our profeſſion and proſpects; our know- 
lege may be much increaſed; our faith firength- 


. © enced; and every grace of the holy Sp put invigorated. 


No- the very means which are appointed to promote 
theſe important purpoſes, afford us evidence, that 
they are accomplihed. By the law of God we may 
form ſome judgement of this matter. Do we love 
and ſpiritually ſerve, God ? entertain ſuitable thoughts 
of his character, and maintain a reverential awe of 


his name? is the {4bbath, N. are fy ordinances of 
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* God's houſe pleaant and profitable? do we properly 
regard perſonal, and relative duties of every kind? 
This is not only: the ſum of the law, but what the 
Chriſtian muſt} regard in his moſt perfect ſtate. If 
theſe duties are nggiected, or partially performed, it 
ſhews that thiogsarc not right with us. And ſo; of 
courle, we may judge of the influence of grace in 
our conduct, by che manner in which duty is diſ- 
charged. Such is the uſe believers ſhould make of 
the law. ſirſt to lead them to God through Chriſt; 
1 W God 
in Chriſt. -- y T T2431 ﬆi 150 Offs At 

„ eee eee 
God may be traced in the general harmony of all 
his works. There is an analogy to be diſcovered, 
which reflects light” on many ſubjects, and on this 
amongſt the reſt. Nature, law, and grace, divide 
« all the ages of the world. In maß, who js a little 
« world, there is in every day a reſemblance of his 
ec whole life. [The morning is his childhood, the 
— his youth, the evening his old age. $0 it is 

© in the greater world. The dim break of day was 


< world, wherein the light of know lege, both of 
« human and divine things, was but weak and ob- 
* ſcure. The ſun was riſen higher in the ſtate of 


** the law, but yet not without thick miſts and ſha- 


* dows; till the high-noon of that true ſun of righ- 


* teouſneſs, who perſonally ſhone forth to the world; 


I os upon whoſe vertical point began the age of N | 
A * that flill Cones; which 38 the clear afternoon, 


. * and 
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c, and full vigor of bl though now in ita 


© ſenſible declin ation 376 N N 


If ſuch is che excellency ee e 
how they negle& it; excuſes they may frame to them- 
ſelves, but their mouths will be ſtopped at the bar of 
God, if charged with their trangrefjons of the dil 
vine precepts. / Let ſinners recolle& the danger of 
their rebellion againſt God, and che dreadful con- 
Tequenees' of perſiſting in it. They ft Pratical 
Antinomians; and unleſs the grace of God prevent; 
muſt feel the weight of the divine diſpleaſure for fin, 
_ To them who believe, CHRIST is precious, and 
will be more ſo, as he is more known;"and to — 
the true believer! thus F a 


1 
. ee Fanden een 2 
21 Light to my eyes, and eomfort to my ſoul. i ins 
Direct my courſe; and let thy gracious arm | 
Be ever near, all- ſufficient guard. 5 


Then ſhall T never fink; G5 An Beile 
And wind and waves in all their fury ragt; „ 


I Bu o er the ſwelling ſurge ſecurely. rideg' om 12 02 


| Thy 'croſs wy anchory/and thy wen m ü ee 4 
"4, AW death ſhall land me on the bliſsful ſhore, Ja Ps <4 > 
Where fins, and fears, and dangers are no mor more. 
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God's houſe pleaſant and profitable? do we properly 
regard perſonal, and relative duties of every kind? 
'This is not only the fum of the law, but what the 
Chriftian muſt regard in his moſt perſect ſtate. If 
thele or partially performed, it 
ſheas that wings are not right with us. And fo, of 
<gurle,: we may judge of the influence of grac 
our conduct, by the manner in which en is Al. 
ed. Such, is the uſe believers ſhould make of 
the. law,—firft to lead them to God through Chriſt; 
aud then to mabe it their een God 
in Chriſt. i reren ,515tiod on 
| L cannot help obſerviag - eee ien of 
God may be traced in the general harmony of all 
his works. There is an analogy to be diſcovered, 
which reflects light” on many ſubjects, and on this 
amongſt the reſt. Nature, law, and grace, divide 
« all the ages of the world. In man, who is a little 
« world, there is in every day a reſemblance of his 
© whole life. [The morning is his childhood, the 
— youth, the evening his old age. $0 it is 
© in the greater world. Tbe dim break of day was 
ene and this was the nonage of the 
world, wherein the light of knowlege, both of 
« human and divine things, was but weak and ob- 
* ſcure. The ſyn was riſen higher in the ſtate of 
** the law, but yet not without thick miſts and ſha. 
« dows; till RE of that true ſun of righ- 
4 < teouſneſs, who perſonally ſhone forth to the world; 
upon whoſe vertical point began the age of grace, 
what ſtill continges; which is the clear afternoon, 
. 1 IJ 10 and 
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© and full vigor seni though n now in its 
© ſenſible declinatioen 3776 lp?” > 41 


If ſuch is the excellency Abe wn teal 


how they negle& it; excuſes they may frame to them. 
ſelves, but their mouths will be ſtopped-at-the bar of 


God, if charged with their trangrefjons of the di- 
vine precepts. / Let ſinners recolle& the danger of 
their rebellion againſt God, and che dreadful con- 
Tequeneces' of perſiſting in it. They are Pra#icat 
Antinomians; and unleſs the grace of God prevent, 
muſt feel the weight of the divine diſpleaſure for fin, 
To them who believe, CaxisT is precious, and 


ill be more ſo, as he is more known; and to dim can 
the erer / g W. Pere — my 
P N O tet thy beams impart; 
Light to my eyes, and eomfort to my ſoul. 
Direct my | courſe ; and let thy gracious m 
Be eyer near, all- ſufficient guard. 
Then fhall I never fink, tho“ ſtorms e 
And wind and waves in all their fury agen; © 
dy Fer. the (welling ſurge ſecurely. ride, 
Thy 'croſs my anchor, and thy wornl my eis, WY | 
Till death ſhall land me on the bliſsful ſhore, 16 
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